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| 1. The certain Salvation of the Chriſtened -In- | 


[1V. That the common ſort of Sinners are not to | 


|V. With an enquiry into Mr. Zaxter's Do- | | 
Etrine of particular Churches, and terms of |} 


-Church-Unity, and DeteCtion thereof as 
faulty. Pag. 39. 
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SOME 


ARGUMENTS 


TO PROVE, 


fants of Ungodly,as well as of Godly Chriſti 
an Parents, dying before aCtual ſin. Pag. 1. 


(IT. That Unconverted Chriſtians are to receive | 


the Lords Supper, as a concurrent means of 
Converſion, Pag. 15. 


[[I, That Miniſters may not repel thoſe of their 

own Pariſh, which in the Church do orderly 
preſent themſelves to receive, not being ex- 
communicate. Pag. 29. 


be excommunicated. Pag. 34- 
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Whether it be certain by Gotls 
Word, that Infants which 
be baptized, dying before a- 
Gual fin, are undoubtedly ja- 


- ved.” *Y's 


« Children of true-Chriſtians, do by 
** Baptiſm receive a publick inveſti- 
. < ture by Gods appointment.into a 
<« ſtate of remiſſion, adoption, and right to! fal- 
<« vation at the preſent : though-be dare not fay 
<« that he is undoubtedly certain of it, as knows 


Aſter Baxter thinks, +: That all the L 


« ing how much is ſaid againſt it. But heſays,; | 


« 2s the Synod of Dore, Art. 1. That beheving Pa: 
© rents have no cauſe to doubt of the ſalvation. of. 
© their children that dye in Infancy, before they.cam- 
&« mit attual fir; that is, ngt to trouble»them= 
<« ſelves with fears about it..: | His reaſons are, 
«two. 1. Becauſe the Infants of the Godly,, 
«being in covenant with God by. their Paxents, 
<« Faith and. Dedication, and having. right. tor 
<« Baptiſm, mult needs have right to the benefits. 
< ſealed thereby, pardon and eternal Life... -2, 
 < Becauſe otherwiſe we have no promilſe,,.cer-1 


«and 


<tainty., or ground. E Faith, for the pardon; 
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(2) 
« and ſalvation of any individual Infants in the 
£ World. But he'is not able to prove, nor ſees 
<« any probable reaſon for it, that any but ſound 
<« Believers bave ſuch a promiſe for their Chil- 
ﬆ*dren'; nor that any Hypocrite ſhall certainly 
&{ave his Child, .if he do but dedicate him to 
«God in'Bjptiſm.."' For 1, He finds no promiſe 
« jn Scripture made to fuch.+- 2. He ſays, he 
< that doth not fincerely believe himſelf; nor 
© conſent to Gods. Covenant, cannot. ſincerely 
thelieye for his Child, nor conſent. 3. And 
«that Faith which will not ſave the Qwner, as 
* being the condition of the promiſe , cannot 
© fave another. - He confeſſes, That the Church 
«1s to receive the Children of Hypocrites as 


« well as themſelves. And their Bapriſm is 'va- 


« lid-sz foro externo Eccleſie, and 1s not to 'be re- 
« iterated. But it goeth no further for his 
« Child, than for himſelf, Sofar'he, Chrift;ar 
& Direttory. Eccleſiaſtical Caſes, Queſt. 35. 1 
ſhail modeſtly reaſon touching the 1alvation of 
the Infants of carnal Chriſtians: By his opinion 
all Infants who have right to Baptiſm coram Deo, 
as well as coram Etcleſia,be in a ſtate of Salvation. 
Now though a+ carnal Chriſtian want ſaving 
Grace for himſelf, yet he havinga true dominium 
and propriety im his-Child, may make a valid de- 
dication of it to God, and enteriit into his Oath 
and- Covenant, as he may validly dedicate his 


Houſe, or Lands, or Goods: Foab and Saul 


made Dedications as well as David and Samnel, 
I Sam. 26. 26, 27, 28, Every devoted thing is moſt 


holy unto the Lord, Levit. 27. 28. It doth not. 


ſay, every thing devoted by godly people hy, 
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and by no other, \is moſ}holy to the Lord; But 
though the perfon who devoteth be ungodly, 
yet if he -ſhall foletnnly and of- his ownifree.ac- 
cord devote part of his Eſtate to pious uſes, -it 
thereby becomes ſacred, and the Lord is made; 
the Owner and Proprietavy of it, and it is:Sacri- 
ledge to detain or rob any fach maintetiance;” As 
a carnal Chriſtian or Iſraelite may. thus devote 
part of his Eſtate to God, and-tohis ſervice, foi 
he may do'by his Infant, and lay a laſting Vow 
or Oath upon'it to be the Lords, as Foſhua, and 
the Elders of 1f-ael did upon themſelves and the: 
Nation of the Jews ſucceſſively, not to flay the; 
Gibeonites; the breach whereof by King Saxly 
ſome hundreds of years after, God :revenged 
with three years Famine in King David's time; 
and the death of ſeven of Saul's Sons. Had Fox 

and the Elders of 1{-ac/; been carnal; che 


Oath nevertheleſs had been equally valid aid 


binding. | Now carnal Chriſtians and Wraeliteg 
do willingly devote and conſecrate theiriInfants 
to the true God, and do validly enter them inta 
his Oath and' Covenant, and would not for:any' 
thing have their Infants not chriſtened, not cir- 
cumciſed. Whether Chriſt will accept ſuch In- 
fants or no,” we may gather by his own/plain 
words; ar. 10. 13, 14, 15, 16. . They brought © 
young children to: him, that he ſhould touch them; 
and bis Diſciples rebuked thoſe that brought them, 
But when Feſus ſaw it, he was much diſpleaſed; 'und 
ſaid unto thens, Suffer the little children to cord unto 
me, and forbid; them not : for! of ſach:is the King- 
dom of God. box I ſay untd you, Whoſorves 
ſhall net r66t/tthit ngden of Gill at OPT 
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he: ſhall not enter therein. And be, took;them up ns, 
to; his "arms, put this hands pen ther, \and bleſſed 
them: ''Now its notevidentifrom any:words in- 
the ,Text or :Context that theſe Infants! were: 
theiInfants of. the Godly only, +though we may; 
charitably. hope .they\ were. Chriſt ſeems to! 
makeno-ſcruplewhether the Parents themſelves 
were>fincerely:holyt.; :He dothrnot ſay; | Of the; 
hifants/ of: the»Gbdly. only is' the/Kiogdom of 
God! He doth:not ſay, Let none but godly per- 
ſons bring their Infants to me and tomy/Baptiſin.}. 
His'arms are/\open:ito;embrace and' bleſs with his 
bi:flingall ſuch Infants as are-willingly brought 
. unto. him-and to+his Baptiſm! by Parents and 
Owners; ahd to, pronounce; that-of- ſuch 1s the 
Eingdome-0f. Heaven, and\he makes -them the 
pitremi bf all:that will be ſaved: +++ F 
©: Moreover, '3t:is evident from: Scripture that 
allthe Males in 1ſ-ae/;-of icarnal as well as godly 
Hraehites from :4brahamn's time, were circumci- 
fed=inIndeed forforty years, during their abode 
__ iw:the;: Wilderneſs, Circumcfion was forborn, 
both by good and bad.:: + But allthattcame out.of 
«Egypr were circumciſed. 'vAnd- no ſooner were 
they paſſed: over 'Fordaz, but 'by\\Gods expreſs 
Conmand'to Foſhkay Circumciſion: was renewed, 
and::all 'the' Males: from eight days. old and 
upwards-were: circumciſed by. immediate. order 
from (od, -Foſ.'5. And this: courſe continued © 
' throyghout every-Generafion;-till by the com- 
ing-in-of Chriſtian Baptiſm, Circumciſionexpi- 
red,”. Never atiy\Prophet- or holy.Man, of ,God 
tbatiwereadof; ſpake-apainſtit.:; Now Circum: - | 
Ciſion was a Scal of Token of the, Covenant ber = 

| 8 - tween 


(3) 
tween Godrand the circumciſed infant, -and:did 
principally ifeal- heavenly :and evcrlaſting Bleſ: 
lings, -as our-Divines againlt the Anabapriſtsid6 
foundly: prove: ;/And;weareifure that! Infants 
are no loſers þy.the comingof Chriſt, butfather . 
gainers,” 'It:hath5been the! ciiſbam of\thes Uni 
verſal Churchto'baptize:the-lofants of all wirhi 
in the Church,” and to pronouhce: them "waſhed 
in :the' Laver "of: 'regenetatidnz? and<toyaant 
them Children of 'iGod, and Membersof:Chrift; 
and Heirs of his Kingdom: :!! Anabaptiſts:] kaovy. 
be againſt Infant-Baptiſmz'but: they are.botcg 
late Set, -anda-ſmall handfdl; * Ihave beard int 
deed that ſoniz.of'the Independent: Way in New 
' England forborefor ſome tinietoichriſtenthejns 
 fants of thoſ&baptized/pateritswhodid notilead 
godly lives-- But they ſoot. fawthe miſchieHof * 
It, and altered their:praftice;; 1Morcoverziwe 
ſee plai nlyithat:God doth bytis Proyidenceowne 
the-Baptiſm 'of:the-Infants:of ſbad as welb aslafi 
good parents..! For; many;Children! bf badip4 
rents' prove gracions;nand begin tobe ſos from! 
| their youtkgxanAbgah cc g12ious young Some) 
a. wicked Father ,Feroboam.\'-The Infants oficark 
nal Iraclinadand-Chriftiansage the. Seed iof Aha" 
Ghurchz together: witltheiSeed of «the 
God raiſath hisCharch df.\Adultones:: out; of 
both, though ordinarily mwoteiout! of. the\Seed> 
ofthe GodlyzicWe'do all believethoſe tworAr-" 
ticles of aut Kaithz, The holy Cathalick Church, 
The Communion vf Saints, -unto-whom belotng- : 
eth forgiveneſs/ of:ſin, 'the teſurretioniof the 
_ Body, andevyerlaſting life.: But thecircumciſfed-: 
laſagts af carnalIfraclites, and-the Chriſtened - 
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EI 
Iofahts of. carnal Thriſtians ſeern:to be Infant- 
Saints, and a part of the holy Catholick Church, 
b liken carnal. Chriſtians .and falſe;;Profeſſours 
within the Churthy | to: an! adulterous, ' undivor- 
ced Wife. It is in the Husbands power to put 
her jaway; Buc'if-he, for reaſons: known: ta 
himfelf,: do yetretaiti her, ſhe hath right to bed 
and: board with: him, and the'Children born. of 
her muſt he [taken for: legitimate, and inherit as 
the Sons of ttiemoſt chaſt Wife: 'For parts ſe- ' 
gquitig ventrem.. ſtretch not-the Simile to'all 
points. But as to:the'main point in Controver- 

.fie it wilt hold. ' Mankind is. now governed-by 
a: Law: of. Grace. : Chriſt hath' taſted death for 
exery man, andbathdied for all; and is the pro- 
pitidtion for the-fins:of the whole: World. . He is 
become a fecondiAdon, and a recovering, ſu- 
pernatural Root and'Saviour to all Believers,and 
their Seed;'' Now though the Infants of carnal If 
_—_ and Chriſtians are not'the natural Seed: 
p 


Sred-mere the promiſes made. ' He \falth not, And” 
14 Sreas, as of 1ny!;, but as 'of ane; And to thy 
Sega, which +5 'Chrsft. > Now the Infants of bad - 
Pirentsin ſome ſorr, as well as of 'pood parents 
ſao to be the'Seed of Chriſt and Abraham in 
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(7): 
reſpe@t of. their preſent / natural incapacity its 
know good orevil, and to confent to, or:break 
his Covenant ; and in reſpeCt of.theic freedom 
from all aQtual ſin, in which reſpeCt they:are 
more: innocent than the moſt holy man-in ths 
World, and becauſe Chriſt hath made it the-in- 
diſpenſable duty of all that will be faved-to be 
converted, and become as little Children; hum- 
ble, meck, \dead to the World, harmleſs. ' if 
God for the ſake of Chriſt do pardon grofs, fla; 
gitious Sinners, who have been' guilty of moſt 
foul, enormous ſins, and-many years rebellion 
and impenitency , upon their- fincere, tho 
imperfect repentance, and can take-complacency 
in them, though, they have a great deal: of :re- 
maining unmortified Corruption , -and in ithe 
moment of their diſſolution do away all theit 
ſin, and.perfeRt them in holineſs, and receiye 
them toglory z we may hope he will do'thelike 
by Infants who never ſinned, fave in'their Pa- 
rents, and--what yicious nature they have, they 
have .not-from themſelves; but from their Pa- 
rents. ' When there was a Proyerb in' /ſ-ael, The 
Fathers have eaten. ſowr Grapes, and the Cluldrens 
reeth are ſet onedge ; the Lord preſently takes no. 
rice of it, and ſolemnly proteſts by th eProphet, 
Te ſhall not have occaſion any more 80 uſe this Pro- 
verb in Iſrad. | Behold, all ſoals are mine, as the 
. ſoulof the Father, ſo' alſo the. ſoul of the Son is mine. 
The ſoul that ſinnerth, it ſhall die. The righteouſ- 
neſs of the righteous ſhall be uporr.him, and rhe wick- 
edneſs of the wickgd ſhall be upon him, Ezek. 18. 
Now this-muſt needs mean eternal 'death, _ Fat 
in 4dam all die, even the: godly themſelves, 
Fury 'B4 | For 
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For:Chriſt -came:not:to free us from itemporal 
death and calamities, but from death everlalting, 
Therefore they ſeem to erre which; ſay this place 
ſpeaketb directly: of: temporal Judgments,” as 
the learned and holy Mr. Durham upon ' the ſe- 
. cobd Commandment, for one. Whereas others 
ſays;That this Text !in' Ezekzel ſpeaketh not of 
Infarits;:-but only of Children grown 'up,. who 
be capable of imitating or -not imitating their 
parents: As to'that two things may be anſwered, 
Figth, 1 bat the: Textiſpeaketh expreſly. of all 
Soulszj2and: Infants'certainly have Souls. . Se- 
cenaly; Theſcope:of the Text is to declare the 
equity-of "God, and: the equality of his ways in 
dealipg with allperſons, and to remove all occa- 
{ion of that . forenamed Proverb. .: But now if 
Parents1mpenitency..turn to the. everlaſting per- 
dition of-their Infants,” how is that Proverb re- 
moved 2-.are not the.Childrens teeth :{etion edg ? 
We-are:not to. ſpeak wickedly for:God..: The 
Scripture_maketh mention but: of twa' Adams; 
the Firſt, -andithe- Second, -the one cisicalled the. 
brſt man, the other is called"the::ſecond man,; 
Rom's5;1 Cor. 15: Theſe twoare asthe Heads or. 
Roots.of Manking ;-the one is a.natural,deſtroy-: 
ing; and undoing: Head:and Root to all his Off- 
Ipring;, the other 4isa»ſupernatural,'recovering 
#bd .faving'Head and Root toidll his:Offspring. 
Now lafants(a$;hath been ſaid)by reaſon of their. 
innocent, harmlcels'ſtate ſeem-to be Chriſts Off 
iprigg;. and.to-be:aſubordinate root and bottom 
to.themſclves,' and:to.ſtand by-their- own inno- 
cency under Chriſt, and; by-his Divine. Grace. 
For where fin hath abounded, Grace hath much: 
#S more 


C9) 
more abounded. i:-Look ' what. regeneration is 
to the adult, that in ſome ſort» the: Infant-ſtate 
may be to. Infants: that is;. all: lofants are-ina : 
new-and ſecond;.ſtate: by Chriſt. ::So: the Ward: 
Regeneration. doth propefly :import;, as faith: 
Dr. Hammand'in his:Notes upon-zr.: 19. 28; 
And further, if the impenitent-parent be a:rodt 


of deſtruction to-his Infant, then ſo:many impe- _ | 


nitent / parents.,-/'f{o-- many deſtroying Adams, 
whereas the Scripture ſeems to make but one. 
And then alſo it. may happen tbat:the Infant ſhalb 
be:a\;Branch to two-repugnant-contrary Roots,' 
and fo. be both ſaved and' not ſaved. As whetd 
the Father is ungodly., and the Mother is gods: 
ly, . which bappens not ſeldome;, -the Child born. 
of. them is equally;a..Branchto:themi both, and' 
they. both are equally a Root to it. But if Infaots: 
ſtand or fall with:their Parents, then. the Infants 
of ſuch Parents.ſhall both ſtand-and. fall, and-be: 
both-ſaved and-not ſaved. As. for; ſeminal holi-, * 
neſs, the Infants of godly perſons cannot. be\ 
prayed: to: have it. + Multitudes of .them prove 
wicked: and periſh,.and of thoſe of them that. 
are conyerted,: many of-them are nat converted: 
tillafter many. years courſe of: fin,and"pradti-. 
ling carnality and vogodlineſs\/ which - would) 
not have been, had they been ſemivally and rads- 
citys holy fromthe Womb. As: for the-{ 
Commandment, many. Expoſitors (as Dr. Wal: 
lzt upon'Exed:20;;ſhews) and Divines'do bold; 
that thoſe Words,zOf themthat:hate me, are not to: 
be reſtrained to the Fathers only, but they-extend- 
"even. to. Children: grown up, -who:do in: there: 
pwn Ferions hate7God,' , And netoen ing: | 
this 
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this Scripture the Infants. of carnal Iſraelites 
were, by Gods command and approbation, cir- 


. eymciſed, No: doubt but. Infants may be, and 


dre\often, great . Gainers by-their Parents Faith 
and Godlineſs; as alſo 'they may be, and often 
are, great Loſers and Sufferers by their Parents 
Ungodlineſs.” :Buc no godlinefs of parents will 
avail to the falvation of any one Infant without 
Chrilt;z. and Chrilt alone, [without parents god- 
linefs, is able by his Grace to ſecure the ſalvation 
of all the: Infant-World. As Children are much 
beholden to 'parents, ſo for 'the ſake of Infants 
God affords. many ' bleſſings and mercies. to. pa- 
rents. -- They are the Seed of the Church, andof 
Mankind. ' They are a protection to Families, 
Cities, and Kingdoms, They have their. Angels, 
which do always behold the face of "God, Mat. 18. 
10. Should rt I ſpare Niniveh:that great City, 
wherein are more than (ixſcore thouſand patjons; that 
carmot diſcern between their right hand and their left 
hand? Jon, AI. B38 | 

- Objeft. 1. What advantage then hath the Few 
aud Chriſtian'? and what profit.is there of Circum- 


; Ciſion and Baptiſm# 'Anſw. Much every way _ 
, 


ly becauſe that tnito.them were and ate commuted t 


2 Oracles of God,” Rom. 3; 152. | 


-Qbject. 2:15 Towu make no difference then between 
Infants within and without the Chinch, dying 1n In- 


f anity; as to certainty of Salvation.” Anſw. Þ had 


rather believe the certain: Salvation of all Infants 
thanof none. :'Þ am-not able to/prove that! the 
bare having/ of Circumciſion! and "Baptiſm doth: 
fave any : nor that the! bare want” thereof doth: - 


bacce any from; Salvation. There was a time 


when 


(11). 
when Circumcifion was not, And when it was, 
it was only enjoined tothe Males.” God did not 
ſeek to deſtroy Meoſes's Infant for the want of 
Circumciſion, but only Aoſes himſelf for omit- 
ting to do it in the due time, Exod. 4. - And 
phat Text Gem, 47. 14. ought rather to be read, 
He which ſhall not, circumciſe his «Man-Child, ' &c, 
Soreadeth the Original, the Chaldee Paraphraſt, 
Funius, &c, as Dr. Willet upon the place ſhew: 
eth. Behold, all Souls are mine, ſaith the Lord 
the-Soul that ſinneth | ſhall die. . In every Nation be 
that feareth God and workgth righttouſneſs is acce- 
ptedl of him, And if all Infants as to their Souls 
andiinternalſtate bealike before'God, and there 
is no differenceſave what is made by the parents, 
I am-willing to think as largely as I can of Gods 
Grace, and as tharitably and hopefully as Fean 
pen oo rh os, His oe: bee pits hi ry 
-\ Objedt. 3. The: Apoſtle intemates ryo ſorts of 
Moy clears and Ir Of 1 Or. 7. 14. WF 


| Thefence of the Apoſtles Words may be this. 


Let not the believing Husband'think that his'un- 
believing Wife is anclean and' polluted to him. 
Nor'let the believing Wife think that her unbe- 
lieving Husband is unclean and polluted to her. 
For:ts-rhe pure all things aye pure, and to the clean 
and holy,, all things'are cleatt and holy, as Mar- 
ripe, Childrefi, Meat , Drink, 'Cloaths, &c; 
But to the unbelieving #s nothing pure, but eventheir 
rhind and conſeience is defiled. * ae 4 
+ "Object. 4. It were then good to kill Infants, and. 
ſo feeure their ſalvation, whireas if they live it i570 
be ferred multitudes of themwill prove wicked;| and 
periſh, Arſw. If there be no Infants, there _ 


r 


__ (#8) 
be.n6;Men,.and'{d no. Church-hor-Worklg-and 
Jo. there. will be-none-to che>ſayed,. and Chriſt 
hjnſelf. wopld,.,not..have been born. into the 
World. It is-molt' certain that if-you-kili:all 
the. godly. perſons; threughavt:: Chriſtendome, 
you.; will do, them great ;kindneſs,, by frecing 
them from all:evil; jand paſſing them into.Glery 
by.the way of Martyrdom... Buryow would take 
the readieft. way £9yo0ur. awncdeftrution,. you 


would highly..diſpleaſe.Gody.;and goagainſt tis 
Fairy and Intereſt and the good of \Mankind.,g: 
Objett... 5. Je were then.ath.oue as 20. tnfante-to 
be. circumciſed . and. baptized, ar :19-  Anſw.. But 
if. were. pot.athone as to; the-'parents-FOn; he 
that . {ball break one of the leaſt.of | Gods Commands, 
and reach men ſo, hg; (hall be calle leaf it the. King 
dome: of Heavens, Mat.. 51 ' lf Gd ÞidAbaa. to 
-ask a ſign, andhe refuſe, in his blindneſs think: 
inz it to bea tempting of God, pd. yill-impute 
| ſho him, and xeckon with.hiay.tor it, Jang 
- TH,/7 1,12, 1 34+; GIrcpmciſion and. Baptiſag are = 
Szals: of the Epyenant..., We-all-doneediall the 
helps and means pf,Gods ordgiging; But neither 
is.it, all one, as t6; Infantsto-haygpr! not to,have: 
the token of , the Coyenant--;; Fox#hereby theJa- 
fapt.is adjured and.ſworn.to.Godgand igs:under 
alolemn Y oFapgAbfigataagiſaece the Lars: 
and.Gad thathath-calted gherlnfagt hereto by-his, 
Ezrents apd.s wocrs, intends higg,gond,. and no 
_ harm. But I ſhall 'remembes the:gd. Rule, \/44; 
oy Hae Let che-gaſc andiſtate of =» 
- Heathen Infants.remain with. Goda140: but ſhew\ 
my.opinion,impoling.t upon.none, 1 my.ſelt have. 
ſamecuune. chqught otherwiſe, ;Bpt.l nice, 
We” | =: "- "000% 
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butthbat all Infants have right:to \ Baptiſm beth. 
before:God andithe:Church;. who by willing pro-: 
feſſing: Parents/ and : Owners: are brought. unto. 
him-and to his Miniſters, as thoſe.in the Golpgl 
were, Mar. 105!)Them that. come. unto Chriſt, he... 
will: 124 .no::caſe:caſt:out,, Job; 6..: Infants cannot. 
come, unleſs fome one brin them... -If their pa-; 
. refits-bring-them/, and; defire Chciſts Baptiſm, 
Bleſſing, and Salyation! for theix, Infants, and 
ſhall enter. themt into-the holy Covenant, he will 
not put them by, but gladly-embrace them, And- 
therefore 1 conceive Mr.; Baxter's:\Polition-and: 
Diſputation /agginſt the Baptiſm, of notoriouſly 
ungodly baptized;parents inihjs., Book of Rygght 
10: Sacraments £0 be.queſtionable., But why doth 
he fay, motorionſly ungodly ? His, Arguments £98- 
clude againſt;all. the yngodly,.. both Father ;and 
Mother being ſo, although .they be _not- notori- 
ouſly ſo. -- In: common: ſpeaking; by-a..notorious. 
Sinner, we mean more than an; ordinary. Sinner. 
Every common.Sinner. is not;a down-right Infi- 
del or Heretick, _ nor inceſtuous,. nor ſuch a Per: 
ſecutor of- Gods Saints as. was, Paul before his: 
Converſion,, noran-/inſolent Mover of. Sedition, 
and.Riſer. up againſt ;doſes and; eLaron, as was 
Gerah;\and yet the Children-of Corah were not 
cutoff; Numb: 36-111, A man.may. be willing 
- of-anothers;£ and Salvation, when yet he 
is moſt graceleſshimſelf, The.rich wan in Hell 
would;bave>his Brethren warned, that they come 
net into, that: place of torment, - Luke 16. 28, 
Many-8 drubken,, ſwearing Parent will not ien- 
dure thoſe vices:n-his Chid, . Chriſt. doth.not 
y- to > Miniſters and others, Geand catchas mas . 
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(4) | 
ny Infants of Pagans 'as you can, and-chriſtet' 
them. He ownes-parents propriety. - He comes 
notto violate the Lays of Nature, but to-confirm 
and eſtabliſh them. And the ſence of the Com. 
mon-Prayer-Book is only of thoſe Infants which 
in an ordinary and common: way are preſented: 
' to Baptiſm by Church-people; according to the- 
cuſtom of our own and other Chyrches through- 
- out the Chriſtian World. Andif we muſt go. ' 
by this principle, baptize no Infants of bapri- 
Zed parents, Father and Mother, whoſe lives 
docconſure their profeſſion, and who are viſible 
Tares, and ungodly ones, we myſt paganize a 
great. part of the Chriſtian World, aud pratiſe 
intolerable -chureh and' foul-deſtroying rigour, 
contrary to Scripture, the-wordsand pattern of 
Chriſt, the judgment and praQtice-of the Church: 
Univerſal 'unto this day: or we wvuſt crooken 
the Principle it ſelf, and ſo bend and conftrue-it- 
as in our adminiſtrations to judge thoſe. to' be 
Wheat who are plain can and: thoſe to be 
godly who are plainly ungodly. - He that juſti- 
fieth the wicked is abomination toGod, as well 
as he that' condertineth the "godly, By" this 
means we ſhall pluck up the comijion ſtandard of 
profeſſion, which gives right to all' Ordinances 
and Church Priviledges, and we ſhall not know 
where to fix Having thus endeavoured to ckat 
the right of all Infants born of ungodly, as well 
as of godly- profeſſing Chriſtian- Parents; within 
the Chyrch, | to Baptiſm and ts forgiveneſs of ſiny 
\ and ſalyation as ſealed thereby, 'Þwill next pro-= 
pound and-debate this following Queſtion: cott- 
( L Whether 
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Whither may unconverted ones within the Church de- 
'* mand andreceive the Lords Supper ? 


"AX Aſter Baxter ſays flatly they may not.” Right 
K. to Sarraments, pag. 1409. : And in his ar-, 
puments. againſt Mr. Blake he ſays to this effe&t, 
Prove the Lords Snpper to be appointed by God for 
the conver fion of the wiconverred , and carry the 
Canſe, pag. 130. Andinhis Treatiſe of Confir- 
mation, pag. 180. he ſays, Un their blindneſt, 
. Gentlemen, .c Miniſters, and all that plead for coms- 
mon Church member ſhip, pretend to be charnable to 
the peoples Souls, when they are year For frie- 
vous cruelty. He means in admitting the uncon- 
yerted to the Lords Supper. 1 muſt confeſs that 
till'of late my conſtant judgment and teaching 
hath been, you ſin if you go away in your ſins, 
you ſin worſe if you receiye itt your fins. And 
not being able to put by the Infants of carnal 
Parents from Baptiſm, nor free to-admit the pa- 
rents themſelves to the Lords Supper, I have for 
many years been ſtrugling with this thought, by 
what warrant canl baptize thoſe Infants in right 
of their Parents and upon their profeſſion of 
the Faith, whoſe parents I am not free to admir 
to the Lords. Supper'? On the one hand, I clear- 
ty faw by reaſon and experience the intolerable 
miſchiefs of caſting the Infants of carnal Pa- 
rents out of the Church, by denying them Ba- 
ptifm. On the other hand}, being-led by the 
common Dottrine of the beſt Divines, 1 conld. 
not-ſatisfie my ſelf that it was the duty of the 
uncghverted to-come to'the Lords Supper, and- 
SOS 3, I thought 


(46). 
I thought it would be a prophanation of Gods - 
Ordinance,: and.cruelty to.ſouls, and many ways 
inconvenient, to. admit the. vilibly unconverted 
ro it. | And how to reconcile my principles and 
my -practice..in this point | gy difficulty But 
I thought Mr. Baxter's way, of holding theun- 
converted in a. ſtate of Expectants and $3 
dates, till by. ſound Converſion they were, pre- 
par ared, to.have feweſt inconyeniences,. and to be 
| belt for: both ſides. But. by ſorae late Studies 
and. Meditations I am inducedto' think the un- 
converted are. to uſe the Lords Supper in con- 
currence with all.other means as well as they can 
in order.to. Converſion, .and .that. Miniſters are 
ſo to. teach. and admit them. . And that I may 
not. ſeem. to haye taken up. this practical opinion 
Hm ſleight, grounds , and worldly motives, I 
uprightly Propound ſome of the main rea- 
fons which prevail with my. pnderſtanding, as 
By being able to reſiſt the evidence of impartial 
and.naked truth, though x cannot owne and-pro- 
fe itwithout the neceſſary ſhame of honeſt and 
wholeſome repentance, f indeed | was in an er- 
rour. befere.: .1 do. not find the. Scripture any 
where exempting-,the unconverted. within; the 
Church. from this Duty, any more thah from 0- 
ther publick ſtated Duties and Ordinances, but 
rather commanding them to. do.it, and threat- 
nag them if they do not. . As Numb. 9. 13: The 
man that 14clean, and is not ina, journey, and for- 
beareth to keep. the Palrers even: the ſame Soul 
ſhall be 'cut from:h Is pea b eee ihe brought 
not the Offering of 0 f the Lord's bs. to d frabn, 


Now hence I argue, Lniloppl my ſelf for the 
preſent 


PE, 

pteſent in a ſtate of unconverſion, ſomething is 
begun, but as yer I do but ſtick in the bitth,andif 
Idiean this condition 1am anundone man,there 
is nohope in me. I will further ſuppoſe my ſelf” 
to be legally clean, and not in a journey, if-Ldo. 
not go to the Paſlſeover I am to be cut off, 'there : 
is then no hope of me,l am ſure to die: but if I go 
to the Paſſeover, and do my beſt, I can but: die, 
there is hope I may live, and that God may ſhew 
mercy to my Soul. Who can tell but that: as I 
am waiting upon God in the uſe of: his own'ap-. 
pointed means, ſighing forth my Soul for .Con- 
verting Grace, it may pleaſe God toconvertme, 
or to adde ſome further degrees of common. pre- 
paratory Grace to that I have already, and: car- 
ry it on to ſonnd and perfe&; Converſion in bis 
good time ? Though the unconverted: be: dead 
in treſpaſleg and ſins, yet they are not ſo.dead, 
but that they are able- in an: ordinary. way, 
through the common abilities of the Spirit, to 
do ſomething, and that ſomething: will lead'to 
more. . They are not Stocks and Brutes, but rea- 
ſonable Creatures. And'as they muſt pray,/;and 
read, and hear, and ſing Palms, and meditate 
in order to Converſion, ſo they muſt remember 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Lords Supper; and 
uſe this in concurrence with all other means, and 
there is more hope when-all Chriſts ' publick 
means are impartially uſed, than when but ſome 
only are uſed. Even Simon 'Magns, whoſe heart 
was not right in the fight of God, muſt repent, and 
pray God if perhaps the thought of his heart may be 
forgiven him,” ACt. 8. and unconyerted nes 
- muſt pray for Conyerſion, and ſay unto Ps 
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T urn thouus, and we ſhall be turned, They muſt. 
pray for that Grace which they want, and uſe 
that which they have already, andit ſhall not be 
in'vain to them. - God will not blame them ſo 

far "as they do well. There is no ſin in doing 
the outward action. All the fin lies in the in- 
ward defeCt, the ſame as in hearing; ſinging, 
praying. All Chriſts means are healing and me- 
dicinal, and it is the unconverted who have moſt 
need ; if Sinnersdotheir part, God will do his. 
The ſubſtance of the matter is holy vowing and . 
covenanting their Souls to God. Now faiththe- 
Wiſe'Man, Eccl. 5.5. it is better not to vow, than 
that thou ſhouldeſt vow and not perform, So ſay I. 
But when thou mayeſt do both, thou art to omit 
neither. Vow none, and there is no hope of. 
thee, thou art a dead man. Vow thy Soul to 
God, and lye at'ithe feet of his'mercy, and do 


thy part as well as thou canſt, and there is hope. 


It isthy abſolute duty to be Gods devoted, faith- 
ful Servant, thy after non-performance doth not 
make thy Vowing ſinful, thongh the fin is aggra-: 
vated by the Vow. If the Lords Supper be a 
confirming Ordinance, it muſt needs be convert- 
ing. (For all Confirmation is by Converſion from 
weakneſs to ſtrength, from a leſs to a greater 
meaſure of Faith, Wiſdom, Hope, Love, Sin- 
cerity, &c. It is but one and the ſame truths 
differently managed , which are converting to 
one, and confirming to another, .They cannot: 
be one, but they muſt needs be both. | For the 
Lords Supper is as a Seal or Appendix faſtened. 
to the Word. As is the Word, ſo is the Seal to 
which it is annexed. If the Word be apnvert- 
Th: ; Ing, 


Cho . 


. ing, anddochiefly beſpeak Converſion, and pre- 
_  fenteth thoſe truths to the underſtanding which 
have the moſt apt and proper tendency ta con- 
vert, then the Seal or Appendix added ro it muſt 
 eeds, as concurretit with the Word,,- be uſefpl 
for Converſion ; and. rather for Converſion than 
for Confirmation, : becauſe the one is of abſolute 
neceſlity to Salvation, ſo is not the other, In 
preaching there is only the bare Word : In the 
ords Supper there is included or preſuppoſed 
the Word together with a viſible Seal or Appen- 
dix, the one preacheth to the ear, the other, as 
concurrent with the Ward, preacheth tothe eye, 
and both havyea ſuitable. tendency to pierce: and 
affect the heart z the, Word properly and prindj- 
pally as the moſt prime and ſtated inſtrument gf 
the Spirit., and direCftly. ſuited for Converſion 
and Confirmation; the outward. Elements only 
as.conjuntt with the Word, receiving all. their 
ſanQion from the Word, which. being ſoundly  . 
believed:cauſeth the Bread and Wine as holy E- - 
lements,  with.the cating and drinking conſider- 
ed as Sacramental, relative actions, to help for- 
ward the Word, according to.that in Lam. 3-97. 
Mine eye affetleth mine heart ; "and io, my taſt and. 
feeling affect my, heart. Object. Paul faith, 
Chriſt ſet me not to. baptize, | but $0 preach the Gaf- 
pel , poſtponing Baptiſm .to, Preaching. Fazth 
cometh by bearing, aud bearing by the Woxd of God; 
nat by bodily eating and drinking, por by mere 
outward walking, . Arſw, I ſay ſo tog. It is. 
the Word all alogg;which is both converting ang 
conficring.  Mexe. eating and drinking taght 
neither good ad it; For neither if me ear 
h 2 E 


are 
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are we the better; neither if we eat not are we the 


' worſe. It is not meat which commendeth us to God. 


In thisſence the Elements are nothing, they are 
but as other Bread and Wine, neither confirm- 


' ing nor converting, and'both alike. ' But confi- 
- dered a$ſacred appendices, and viſible tokens of 


Gods ordaining, and a Seal of the Covenant, 
ſo they are uſeful' both for Converſion and 
Confirmation, and rather for Converſion than 
Confirmation , becauſe of its flat indiſpenſable 
neceflity. If thou be ſincere and die in the faith, 
this is unto thee a Seal of forgiveneſs and eter- 
nal Salvation : But if thou be perfidious, and 
dye in thy ſins, it is unto thee a Seal: of eternal 


- Damnation. This is plainly ' both converting 


and confirming. 
It is true, he that cateth and drinketh unwor- 


'thily, eateth' and drinketh damnation or judg- 


ment to himſelf,' nat diſcerning the Lords Body. 


'It is alfo as true, that he that refnſeth to eat 
and drink worthily, forbeareth to eat and drink 
'Life eternal to himſelf, turning from the Lords 
Body. There is no' peace, ſaith God, to the wick- 
ed; but there is more hope of one that will uſe _ 


the means, than of another that will not; and 


.of one that will uſe all, than of another, that 
' will uſe but ſome. Experience proves that .ma- 


'Ny have been converted by means of the Sacra- 
ment, and it is ſeldome feen'butthat thofe who 
profit by other publick means, do alſo profit by 
this. Objef. Many have beeii converted by oc- 
caſion of their ſinful manner'of receiving; but 
few or none by mere receiving. - -Aþw. It is not, 
as I faid before, the mere outward Is 
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conſidered barely.in. themſelves, .nor mere out-. 
ward eating and-geſture, which do either con- 
vert or. confirm; nor is any mans {in a. proper 
means of Conyerſion, Sin as ſuch is contrary 
to Converſion. But it is Gods, Word, duly. 
thought upon, and the application thereof to- 
the heart and conſcience, by:the Sinner himſelf. 
through the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, * which: 
cauſeth Converſion. The Conſcience of ſuch a- 


(22) 
1s from God all' that be ſhall ſpeak, unto thee, aud 
we Will bear it atid doit. And the Lord heard it, 
and fail, They have well ſaid all that they have ſpo- 
ken. O that thert wereſuch an heart in them to fear 
mie always for rheir good. Mark here, the people 
profeſs and Eovenant themſelves to God; God- 
ſaw their hearts 'not to be right and ſtedfaſt 
ih his Covenant, PJa. 78.37. yet. he well ap-' 
proves their outward covenanting and profeſſion. 
See alſo ts the ſatfie purpoſe, 2 Chr: 25. 3. Fer. 
34. 15, 16, 17; 18. Jam. 2. 19. Gen. 4. 7. Unto 


the pure all things ate pare: but unto them that 


are defiled and unbelieving ts nothing pure - but even 
thity mind and conſcience is defiled, Tit. 1. 15. But, 
rey do only defile things to themſelves, and 
they do no more defile the Sacrament-to them- 
ſelves, thatithey Jo other: pablick Ordinances. 
There where Goll is faid to hate the multitude of 
their Sacr ifices art Oblatiohs, hes aid to hate their 
New Moons, ' aid Sabbathi,” dtd calling of «Afſem- 
blies. It is = 


| rmiuity even the ſolenin'meering. When 
ye ſpread forth yorr bands, I will hide mine eyes 
from you : yea, whe) ye makt many prayers, Twill- 


770k beat : your ha#ds Are »ll'of blood,” Wai.-1."17;- / 
13," t3, 14. Upto the witked\Goll ſaith, What haſt * 


thou to do to ditlart my Statutes; or that thou ſhouldſt 


rake my Coventint in thy mouth 7 ſeeing thou hateſt 
vaſrynition, #1d eaſt my words behind thee ? - Pſal.” 


po: 't6, 19, He rhat turneth' away his ear from 
o#,,' Prov: 28.9. Gmpared with Prov: 1 5. 8. The 
Saevifice of thi Witkedis an abomination to the Loyd, 
bit the'pr ayes of t he wipright is bis delight. | The op-* 
poſition between Prayer and Sacrifice ſhews-that - 


©, there. 


earing the Law, ever hit prayer ſhall be abowinars-" 


_c239- 
there is the fame reaſon of both, that is, whete 
Prayer is abomination, ſo is Sacrifice z. and 
where - Sacrifice is abomination:, 1o'1s Prayer. 
Foh.'g. 31. We know that God. beareth not Siminers.: 


- . but if any man be a Worſbipper of God, and doth 
- bis Will, hins he heareth. From all which. Scrip- 


tures, and many more which might be cited, it 
ſeems evident, that there. is one and the fame 
reaſon of hearing, praying, Sacrifice and Sacra- 
ments. Now our moſt eminent practical Di- 
vines do well allow unconverted mens hearing 
and praying, diſtinguiſhing between 'refolved 
and returning Sinners, why then not their co- 
ming to the Sacrament? I deny not but that 
there is a- difference between ſimply natural 
Worſhip and Duties which lye open to all; and 
all muſt uſe ; and inſtituted W orſhip,as'Sacrifices 
and the Sacraments which-are. for thoſe within 
the Church only, and are - not converting -by 
themſelyes, nor have they any ſuch intrinſecal 
aptitude'ſoas the Word and:Prayer have, and 
therefore they may better be forborn. God will 
bave mercy rather than Sacrifice. To abey is better 
than Sacrifice, - and to hearken than the fat of Rams. 
The Lord hath not as great delight in burnt Offer 
ings and Sacrifices, as in obeying the vaice of the 
Lord, I'SamM. IF. 22. The Sacrifice of God is 4 , 
broken and contrite heart, and not ſlain Beaſts, Pal. 
Fr. Todo juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk, 
humbly with God, this us that which God requires 
and is mans auty, rather than thouſands of Rams 
ar ten thouſands of Rivers of Oil; or multitudes of 
burnt Offerings, 'and Calves of *a year old, Micalt 
6.6,7, 8, Circumciſtoris that of the hearr,Rom.2, 
07FRE C4 And. 
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-And/therefore .in one ſence Sacraments are the 
 .leaſtand ſmalleſt part of our Religion, and to 

.give too much to them may be dangerous. They 
'-are but a ſecondary ſort of Servite.: -but yer. 
'they: are Divine: Inſtitutions” and :Command- 
ments of God; 'if they be fooliſhneſs'\and weak- 
-neſs they. are the fooliſhneſs and-weakneſs-of 
God, and the fooliſhneſs. aud weakneſs of God 
is wiſer and ſtronger than men. And God hath 
ſeverely puniſhed. the Breakers ,Contemners, 
and: Polluters of 'them, as our firſt Parents eat- 
ing of the forbidden Tree, and the Caſe of a- 
dab and Abihu, Uzza, Uzziah, Saul; El; and 
his Sons, Feroboam, and others, do abundantly 
teſtifiez ſo alſo Moſess neglect to circumciſe his 
Child. © Where Sacrifice and Mercy may both 
be had, they are not to be ſundred; God will 
diſpenſe with neither. And all along from the 
time of Cain and Abel through every Age'of the 
Scripture, Hypocrites and carnal Perſons have 
been admitted toSacrificeas well as fincere-Wor- 
ſhippers, and that by Gods warrantand appro- 
bation. It. is but a ſecondary ſervice. in both, 
and that it is, and asſuch-it is to.be-done by all 
- adult ones within the Church. There is no ſin 
inthe outward doing. And it is as truly convert- 
ing as confirming in its own naqure, and both a- 
like, yea rather 'as hath been ſaid the former. 
The: ſubſtance: of the matter is godlinelſs,' fince- 
rity, covenanting with God inwardly , heart- 
worſhip, repentance,. juſtice, and mercy. * The 
Sacrament inits own nature is a.S1gn vr/ Token 
of all theſe. And'where theſe are wanting it 1s 


abomination to God. But wherein lies the abo- 
mination 2 


CONF -- 

mination? In the evil mind'and intentions of 
the! party, not in the outward 'act and duty. . 
And the:inward mind is the ſame before God'in 
all duties, and as is the inward mind ſo is qllex- 
ternal ſervice to-God. But the unconverted are 
to uſe the means-of Gods appointment for- their 
Converſion, asreading,- hearing, / praying, me- 
ditation, ſinging Gods Pſalms; and with them 
they are to uſe the Lords'Supper, not as a prima- 
ry-means of Converſion, not as having any -in- 
trinſecal aptitude to convert without the Word, 
'or having any power to heal the'Soul as a Plaiſter 
hath to heal a Wound in the Body : - but they are 
toulſe it as a token of the Covenant: between 
God and them, asa Sacramental relative aCtion, 
obliging God to themif rhey be ſincere to reward 
and. bleſs them, if they be otherwiſe and die in 
their ſins, - it is a Seal of damnation. So that it 
is the Word all along, and the res: Sacraments, 
the. thing imported by the outward Elements 
and viſible carnal Sacramental ations, which is 
both converting and confirming ;' as for the out- 
ward eating, 'it is in it ſelf but asother common 
eating. ' But ſignificativelyit- hath equal force 
to: convert and confirm, according to the diſpo- 
ſition of the receiver. A Sinner -may- bethink 
him ashe is at the Lords Table, If 'my heart be 
not [right and ſincere, what a caſeamT in? As - 
ſure as I eat this Bread and drink this Wine, it 
will. be life eternal to me if I be ſincere, and 
death eternal if I be unconverted- and dye fo. | 
Now theſe inward'thoughts are the Inſtraments 
of the Spirit for "Converſion, and-it is a ſign that 
God is at- work: if that Soul, and who — 
| what 
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what mortal man can tell what God may do 2 Is 
the Spirit of the Lord ſtraitned ? Can any bind 
pp the hands:of- God ? May not a Sinner plead 
with God in his heart by inward heart-cries? All 
- thoſe reaſonings, and humble expoſtulations and 
arguments which he may plead with God in pray- 
er for Conyerfion, Pardon,and ſaving Grace he 
may plead with God in his Soul at the Sacra- 
ment. The Sacrament is no Bar to him. |.'He 
hath a prize put into his hands, if: he have but a 
heart touſe.it. Common Grace is better than - 
none, -andcommon worthineſs and communicg- 
ting is better than none. If-men will not honour 
God with their Inſides, he will have them to: ho- 
nour him with their outſides, ae. 15. 8. Qut- 
ward Worſhip is an honour-to God.” | He will 


not diſpenſe with it. His Law is holy, juſt, and + | 


good. This is his Law , Do this in remembrance 
of me. Mans {in cannot make: void Gods Law. 
Their inward defect ſhall tyrn to their own ſhame 
and condemnation. Their antward ation and 
profeſſion ſhall turn to Gods Glory,-and their 
' own eaſe and benefit. OQanly one thing is to be 
cautioned from Prov. 21. 27. The Sacrifice of the 
wicked is abomination: how much more when he bring; 
eth it with a wicked mind ! A wicked man may re; 
celive the.Sacrament, ' and yet in fome ſort not 
with a wicked mind, that is, not with a particu: 
lar, groſs, eyil thought or intention to do ſame 
ſpecial wickedneſs, as when Papilts take the'Sa- 
crament asa Bondof Secrecy when there is ſome 
wicked Deſign :in band , as to, murther Prote: 
ſKants;eor when aman com?s to the-Sacrament 
with-a particular grg's intemtiqn; like the Whore 

iN 
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in Prov. Jo T4 "This day I have paid my vows. : bd 7 
have done ſuch and ſuch ſins, Pll goto-the Sa-: 
crament, and by a feigned repentance and out. 
| wardreceiying make God amends for all that is 
paſt, and ſo-knock off the old ſcore, and begin 
anew and fin more freely. Such kind of chonghts 
are horrible, and ſuch kind of receiving is ton-: 
ble abomination to God. But the Doctrine of 
the Sacrament is. to be plainly'tanghtand:ex-: 
pounded to the people, and they are to be warn-. 
ed not to omit the outward Duty, nor to doit 
to their greater diſadvantage ; if they find them-- 
ſlvesto be unconverted, they are penitently to 
uſe it as a concurrent means of Cotyerfion. © If 
they have done -any particular wrong to their” 
neighbouÞand ſhall at the Sacrament remember. 
that he hath ſomething againſt them, they muſt” 
ſtop themſelves 'from 'prefent :ccommnnicating,) 
and go: their way; and firſt be reconciled to: 
their Brother, and then come to the Sacrament, 
Mat. 5.23, 24. : 'I do not by my receiving of the- 
Sacrament ſay that my heart is ſincere; 1 fay'it- 
is my duty tobe ſincere, and Fcan' havenoex-: 
cuſe'if I benot - but I am willing to-obey Gods? 
Command outwardly, Do this in #emembrance of 
me, and to do-the inward part as well as can, 
thinking 'it may be better-to do.ſo than wholly 
forbear,. and to caſt my ſelf at the- feet of Gods 
ofrace and mercy for Converſion if 1 have it not, 
and for Confirmation and Afurance if indeed 
Iam already converted. Salvation, and ſo Gods - 
Ordinances, lies at mens doors. Whoſoever will, - 
let him come and take of the water of life freely, Rev.” 
22,17, Miniſtersare butStewards of CORY | 
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dinances. - We-areto ſet the.Sacrament. before 
them, and. open. to: them the Doctrine thereof. 
Sinners, here is life anddeath ſet-before-you. 
God will require at all your hands ſincere Faith 
and Repentance.: He will not-be_dallied;with. 
Refuſe to vow and covenant your Souls to. God, 
and there is. no hope of you.” | In: your uncon- 
verted ſtate 'you:carinot. communicate: ſincerely, 
no:more can you pray ſincerely. : But unleſs you 
have a mind to-go; knowingly and: wilfully to 
Hel), and to do nothing for. Heaven and your 
Soul, : you. are; to- conſider and: bethink you __ 
that yet there..1s-hope, God hath ordained you 

means, though you cannot uſe them-as-the con- 
verted can, yet; you are Men and:Women, and 
| baptized ſworn Chriſtians, you mayo. ſome- 
thing in prayer, 'ſomething .in hearing , ſome- 
thing at the Sacrament ; ſomething; far;;Heaven. 
and : Eternity; is/a-' great! matter ,;:an inward 
thought or 'groan is conſiderable, 1f.you; mean 
tolive as:Chriſtians; the Ordinances before you, 
Chriſt inyites you, Come, but come ſincerely ; 
it you cannot:come throughout conyerted, come 
with: your beſt deſires after Converſion, be ſen- 
ſible of ſin,. and-fly to Chriſt as a mercify}-Phyſi- 
cian and. Saviour - to:loſt Souls, and caſt your 
ſelyes at his feet, and'if you muſt periſh, periſh. 
repenting, Praying, crying for mercy. ,. doing 
what you can, 'and aſluredly-you: ſhall be no lo- 
ſers..', -Butif.you be utterly reſolved to be ungod- 
Iy,; carnal Iam, and'carnal Iimean to be, and I 
come to-the Sacrament 'but in.pretence to dil-- 
guiſe my ſordid Soul with this Coyer,. intending 
henceforth to be the more licentious z get you 
hence, 
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hence, there is nothing here for any ſuch, Strj- 
ving, returning Sinhers may peradventure find 
mercy with God, but-groſs;, reſolved Sitjners 
are in the way of Gods indignation. © If any 
man have ſuch an evil Conſcience, and preva- 
lent, noted, groſs reſolution and intention; in no 
wiſe come. But if you will needs come; 'the 
Ordinance is'notmine but Chriſts, you are with- 
1nthe Church, you profeſs Chriſtianity, 'I know 
not your heart, Iſetthe Ordinance before: you, 
if you take it with any ſuch heart and intention, 
It is your fin, not mine. If ought befall you, I 
will be clear from your blood. - 


| — — — . — 


Whether a Miniſter may put ' from-the' Sacrament . 
thoſe of bis Parifh who be chriſtened, People, "and 
come to Charch, and joinin Publick, Wor ſhip, and 
tender themſelves to receive, being under no Sen- 
tence of Excommunication. | 


IN the general I conceive, : He may not. - My 
main Reaſon is, Becauſe lic is not Lord'of the 
Sacrament, but a Steward only, "and therefore is 
bound not-to do his own wilt, but the'will of 
. Chriſt: Now this is Chriſts Will; That holy'things 
and pearls are notto be denied," ſave to Dogsand 
Swine, -ſuch as will trample them under foot, 
and turn again and rent the'Givers, Mat: 7. 6. 
But ſuck as nowJ1 ſpeak of are no ſuch Dogs and 
Swine. ''I have before proved that the Sacrament 
is ro be uſed by unconverted ones within the 
Church, as a concurrent means of Converſion ; 
and that it'niay-be ſouſed,and they are obhgedſo 
- to 


to-do; .and therefore Miniſters: are rather to 

draw them to Chriſt td to it, than,debarr them 
from-it.. No-man-may uſe it as a means of im- 

penitency. againſt Chriſt and . his Soul; but as 
helpful to repentance and ſalvation it is to be u- 
ded,;'and as a Service enjoined by God, the do- 
4ng whereof is Glory to him. If we go according 
to;Gods Word, Numb. g; 14. we ought, ra- 
ther 'to denounce to-people their ſin and danger, 
ifitbey do not receive. lt is the Miniſters part to 
prepare the Ordinarce, and to ſet it before the 
people, and to leave it at thejr door whether to 
ave it or not. If they will not have it, none 
can compel them. If they be minded to have 
it, Chriſts Goſpel 15s, Whofoever will, let him take 
the. water of" life freely, Rev. 22.17. Him that 
cometh unto me 1 will in no wiſe caſt out, Job. 6. 37. 
If_the people being chriſtened do make a credi- | 

ble, Nrofelſton of true Chriſtianity, .or a profeſ- 
fon. of true Chriſtianity which we cannot prove 
to be falſe, at leaſt by a violent preſumption (as 
the Lawyers ſpeak) we mult accept their profel- 
tion, and admit them. So. much Mr. Baxter 
yields, Treatiſe of Confirmation , pag, 76, 77: 
Now. how can we upona Sacrament Gay, 4n the 
midſt: of  Church-Service., try the perſons we 
ſaſpect, and charge them with falſhood and ly- 
ing profeſſion, -and by ſubſtantial evidence prove 
them ane-by one to-be Hypocrites and Diſſem- 
blers ?. We mult not condemn perſons unheard, 
unconvicted. One: Witneſs, though ;never ſo 
- honeſt, is not ſufficient to take away a mans life. 
The:Miniſter is but one- Witneſs. - His ſingle te- 
ſtimony is not ſufficient, A mans own Cong | 
= 10N 
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ſion. may be enoughto his own Condemnation g, 
but his ſingle Evidence cannot avail to anothers, 
Condemnation. Jeſus Chriſt hath ſet a juſt agd 
equal ſtandard between Paſtor and. People, {f 
thou believeſt with all thine heart, thou mayſt be bar; 
ptized, Act. 8, 37. And being baptized, thou. 
mayſt come tothe Lords Supper.  1f-thou_ have. 
been careleſs and carnal, if now thou be ſincere-, 
ly penitent, thy ſin is pardoned, and thou haſt 
right to ſalvation, and mayſt come to the Lords 
Table, thou art: bound to come with thy beſt de- 
ſires after that Grace which-thou wanteſt. This 
is 'the Standard, What the mans heart is, none 
but 'himſelf and the heart-fearching God do 
know. All that the Miniſter hath to do is to ſet 
before him the Ordinance, acquaint him with his 
Duty; provoke him. by. juſt reaſons aad motives 
to his Duty, and | judge upon his profeſſion, If 
it want all the Integrals and; Ornamentals, yet. 
while it hath all; the Eſſentials; it may not be 
rejected. But faith::Mr, Baxter, 1b,.pag. 78. 4n 
ncredible | iperſon muſt, evidence bis profeſſion to. be 
trae,: by probable &vidences, that ſhall make it cre- 
aible.” A perfidgarns Covenant- Breaker faath forſeit- 
ed his credit, \and therefore muſt. ſhew; ue. a new life, 
as well as a verbal profeſſion, before he i£to be re- 
ſtored to his proves But] humbly conceive 
that this is to'go from the common Standard, 


and-that,- as to admiſſion to the Sacrament, jult - 
profeſſion whether, by word or overt aQts; / is !pſo 
jureits own evidence, and that: no\mans credit 
is abſolutely forfeited while m this World, and 
there'is room and ſpace for repentance. Sincere 
repentance and pardon ſet the Soul ſtraight, and, - 
Lt | | open 
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oper the door of Heaven. The juſt profeſſion + 
thereof: gives right to abſolution ' before the 
Chuich, andiit is not to be diſproved by former- 
wickedneſs and ſcandals, but by after perfidiouſ- 
neſs and 'aQtsof 'ungodlineſs, which having no. 
Preſent exiſtence, can be-no Bat to his preſent 
claim. - The penitent Thief upon the Croſs 
could give you'no'other. evidences but preſent 
profeſſion. '- When you be at the Lords Tableto 
give the Sacrament, and 'the Congregation is 
mixt of- Tares and Wheat, it may be ſome hun- 
dreds of ſuſpected ones ſhall preſent|themſelves 
to receive, how do you prove theſe perſons one 
by one to be incredible, and to be mere Diſſem- 
blers in-their preſent profeſſion? Can all their 
former ſcandals barre them from preſent ſincere 


_ Fepentance ? If they offer you viſible proof and 


evidence, it-lies upon you to diſprove it. / If they 
ſhall ſtand for their right, you mult grant'it 
or diſprove it inſtantly , -you' mult take off 
their- produced-'claim., and' evidence. by- vi- 
fible , #quilibrious,  yea- preponderating , -evi- 
dence, and that inſtantly. There is no room. 
for ſuſpenſion; where a man'hath no time tode-, 
liberate, 'byt is called upon by-inftant neceſlity to 
fay yea or-no, to conſent or not conſent, to ac- 
quit or condemn. But here the'man ſtands -for. 
his right, and is inſtant for the ſentence, what 
ſhall behis doom, whether you will admit him or. 
no; It youdo'not admit him, 'you do ipſo fatto 
eminently of virtually excommunicate him, and 
declare him a Dog, unto whom ſuch Pearls do 
not belong, If you ſtay 'for further. tryal and 


Evidence, it 1s as if- you ſhould figſt hang a 'man,. 


_ and 


. 7 - 
-: and thenitry-bim.- 1 well apprehend what yort 
_ will objec; and with what incanventencies*you 
will preſs'me: ' But alſo Ids with fubmiſſioncon- 
ceive. you cannot overthrow: what I have” faid,- 
and that when'you have Tun'the matter'to:the* 
furtheſt, you maſt come to Chriſts plain Words, 
Pluck not up the. Tares, leſt-you- pluck. vp the: 
Wheat alfo,: Mar. 13.'34,- &c..: The Fares! 
were as viſibleas the Wheat, the Servants were 
forward to have: pluckt them up. - No, faith 
Chriſt, let them alone, let both- grow till :the- 
Harveſt.” 'Theſe Tares are not the Briars and- 
Thorns which grow in the wild waſte or foreſt, 
mere Pagans and perſons without the Church, 
but viſible Hypocrites and falſe Profeſſors-within? 
the Church, having-a formvob Godlineſs, 7but : 
denying the power thereof.” /To' pluck them pp! 
is either by:the Sword of the Magiſtrate; 'or-by* 
the' Excommunication of 'the ! Paſtor. © :Chtiſt : 
plainly forbids both, and therefore: we: his"Ser-2 
vants are to obey his Law, and be: content toe 
no more wiſe and holy than God: If we gofron! 
our Standard; we' go from ſure fooringgitand-: 
know not where to fix. Wemuſt be prudent * 
* and conſcientious, avoiding'theiExtreams vf:o-: 
ver-laxneſs and rigour, :keepingin'the:juſt Mean: 


_ as near as we can,and if we muſterre, let it be on 


the charitable hand. -Let Paſtors watch over 
their people publickly, privately; let them warn; 
inſtruct, exhort, -and -comfort:every one night 
and day with, tears, let-vs:by i{ound-Dodtrine 
difference between the Tares and the Wheat, 
the weak andithe'ſtrong, andgive}to-ever Pong = 
his portionia' gue: ſeaſon,” arid lead-convincihg. ' 
C ; O92: heavenly 
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heavenly; lives, and pleaſe our. people-in all 


things for their good;.- And let the people re« 
verence and eſteem their faithful Paſtors, and 
be ruled and counfelled by them for their good, 
and be ready always to give ananfwer tothem, 
if they ſhall ask them a reaſan of the hope that is. 
in them, - with meckneſs and fear: / But let us: 
not inthe Name of Chriſt ſet up Church-tyranny, 
and diſcourage and publickly diſgrace and-ſhame 
our - people, and lay: temptations before the. 
weak, and cut off whole Towns and Pariſhes by 


cruel anathematizing ſentence , as' Dogs and . 
Swine, and Members of Satan, without lawful 


Tryal-and Convittion. Alas, it is a hard Caſe 


when/neither you nor we can preach peace to 
the wicked, Receive or not receive, there'is no. 
hope of them if they die in their fins. - But when 


once they be under Gods Bonds, and are folemn- 


ly:(\worn to'him, Miniſters have: fome more: 
ground agajaſt them, and Conſcience hath them: 
_ .1g'more awe, and' they can have-nothing to fay- 
for-themſelves, if they be not ſincere. - if -they. 


be ignorantitis the fault of their Wills, rather. 


than of their Underſtandings.' Light is round 


about them; but'many love darkneſs rather than 


lightibecauſe their Deedsare evil. 


nm —_— 


Whether the common: fort of ungodly Chriſtians are' 
#0 be caſt out of the Church by penal Excommiins- . 


. Cation, 'and uſed a8'extommunicate ones. | 


* 
©? 


 t20n, 


F zonceive not, 1 will give you:ſome ;reaſons. 
-10-Mr, Baxter's Words, Treatiſe of Crofirmar' 


— 
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tions pag. 174, 175. © 3, We ſhall have fuch 
< a multitude to excommunicate of rejett, that 
< it will make \'the Sehtence grow almoſt con- 
<« temptible- by the commonnefs. / 2. We ſhall 
« fg extremely enrage the ſpirits of the people, 
<« that 'we ſhall go in danger of our lives: A- 
<< mong ſo many that are pnblickly reproved, 

*« and caft out, it's two to one,- but ſome defpe- 

< rate Villains will be ſtudying revenge. But all 

« this is nothing: but that which ſticks upon my 

© heart is this. 3. We ſhall be. the cruelleſt 
_ < enemies tothe Souls of, our poor people in the 
& World: and put them the very Mxt ſtep' to 


Lords: G SE, for themſel , $9 | n *to- | | | 
for' their Infanits; and' yet we' may and muſt re- 
repute: them-viſible Tares/,- if-their lives ſo de= 
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.Clare them, and praCtice, 2 Theſſ:3. 6, I4, 15. 


and ſuch like places. 


Now mark if all Mr. Baxter's Reaſons do 


Dot in part-recoil upon himſelf, and the way of 
the Independents and Presbyterians, becauſe 


that excluſion from the Lords Supper is zpſo fatto 


excommunicatioh eminently or virtually, though 
not formally. - In contradiction 'to the forefaid 
Aſſertions of - his-own he ſeems in divers -places 
to maintain, Thatall which be :pſo jure excom- 


Right to Sacraments, MunIcate, are to be excom- 


pag. 293. Poſtcript to - MUNICated by! the Church 


Treatiſe of Canfirmati- and that common wickedneſs 
0. The true way. of doth as much, cut oft as here- 
gel > Pag+ 178, fie; and that ſuch as de (jure 
wires wap deſerveto;be cut off, de fa#o 


are to becut off; it is the Churches Duty to.do 


it ſententially and executively.His only reaſon is, 
It being of indiſpenſable obligation to give to all their 
due. Now mark, if this reaſon hold, then all the 
World were undone,no Sinner could be ſaved, it 
were out of Gods power to-ſhew mercy, and be- 
ſtow Grace vpon the graccleſs and undeſerving. 
No King could; pardon a Malefactor. Abiathar 
was worthy of. Death, -yet;Solomon did well to 
ſpare him, 7 Kags 3.26. Abner and the reſt of 
Saul's Guard deſerved to: die, and yet it had 


| been an act of- cruelty in Saul, and againſt the 


intereſt of the;;Commonwealth,, to have put 
them todeath, ,x Sam. 26.16. Therefore this 
reaſon of Mr.'Baxter's. cannot-hold-good in ye- 
naltics. In all other Caſes] grant,it. - But pwzza 
debetur Retpublice. - Alſo | grant that ſooner:or. la- 
ter God: will zender toevery man,according to 
his Works. - Byt{till while Sinners are aliye, it 
| C iS 
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is in his power to ſhew them mercy, and he may 


bear with them'a$ Tong as he plcaſes:” And it he 
bear, we may well bear.” Every impenitent Sin- 
ner deſerves damnation. 'But every impenitent. 
Sinner is not to;be hanged by the Magiſtrate, 
nor excommunicated by the Miniſter, SES 
_ Therefore we muſt diſtinguiſh betweer com-" 
mon Sinners and more than common Sinners ; 
between carnal] Chriſtians tolerable, and carnal 
Chriſtians intolerable; between common crimes. 
and offences, and rare unuſual ones; between 
private and open offences, between fins deſtry- 
ive to Church- Society, andſins but lightly pre- 


judicial, the ſcandal whereof may be born or'cu- 


red without open publication'and* ſhaming the 


Offender before all the” Aſſembly, ' Publick Ex-" 
communication and open ſhammg of Sinners by | 


name is an Ordinance of God' iq 1ts place and” 
ſcaſon, But it bindeth not 24 ſemper. It is to 
be uſed for edification and not fox deſtruttion. 
Itis ſtrong 'Phyſick, 'and if not well and wiſely 
applied, 'will kill rather than'cyre.” "The queſti- 
oft is not what is the Difcaſe,' but what is the 
beſt way: of Cure. The Father did not make: 
the penitent Prodigal to do open penance before. 
all'the Family. We know Chriſts gentle'car- 
riage to the Woman taken in Adyltery, and'to 
his ſleeping, tardy Diſciples, and his weeping o- 
ver hard-hearted Feruſalem, and compallion to 
Sinners, Of ſome we are to have compallion, . 
making a difference : and others: we are to ſave 
with fear, pulling them out- of ' the fire, Fade 
223 23. It is certain'that God faith, If any 
man love nat the Lord Feſus Chriſt, let him be accur- 
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ſed, 1 Cor. 16. 22. yet will not this warrant us to 
ſingle forth all by their names, - wboſe lives and 
fruits do betel them to want ſaving Love to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and pubkekly ſhame and diſgrace them. 
Though the ungodly be in oneſence practical A- 
theiſts, Infidels, Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, yet e- 
very common Sinner, that wanteth: ſaving godl1- 
neſs is not a downright Atheiſt, Infidel, Arrt 
an, Quaker. Heretie and impenitency | are 
more than bare impenitency. Every common 
Sinner is not a Sorcerer, nor inceſtuous,nor a Per- 
ſecutor of Gods people.,as ſome are. And there- 
fore it is not ordinary and common 1mpenitent 
| ones which are to be-excommunicated, but noto- 
 Tjous, ſtigmatized, infamous ones, and ſuch whoſe 
Crimes may well be notified for a warning to all, 
and a jult diſgrace of ſin. As ia a Corn-held 
there are grofſer and ſmaller Weeds, both may 
be- diſcerned ;, but it is the groſfer only which 
good Husband-men do uſe to pluck up, | And.if 
all were let alone, there would be ſome Corn, 
and better ſome, eſpecially in a time of Famine, 
than juſt none. If you will be ſo preciſe as to. 
pluck up every viſible :ſmal] Weed , you will 
danger to leave. no Corn. Hereſie is a ſpecial 
Crime, and carries a ſpecial Brand with it, and _ 
may prove infecting and'ruining to the Church 
and Mens Souls, far more than ſimple carnality 

and impenitency, Os 
Mr. Baxter ſays, it is not to. be doubted, but 
that by the Wedding Ga: meat, in the Parable, 
oo 22. is tO * ynderitoad ſincere Faith and 
epentance, A 2eht to Sacraments, par. 129,144. 
$ dp hymbly __ that there oy two fold 

7 Wedding 


0: . ' on 
Wedding Garment; inward fincetity and.'out: 
ward profeſſion. All ſincere Chriſtians have 
both inward: fincerity and. external profeſſion, 
Many want inward ſincerity, and yet have the 
Wedding Garment of outward profeſſion. - But 
there are ſome within the-Church, notorious; 
extraotdinary', branded, -ſtigmatized Sinners; 
who-want both. And this ſtems to be the caſe 
of that ſame man in the parable, who was caſt 
out. He was but one: but there were many at 
the Table, bad as well as good, as is plainly in- 
timated by the: parable, ver. 10, the bad had'a 
Wedding Garment on as well as the good; and 
were equally admitted to the Wedging,Feaſt- 
Only this one man was an Intruder, he was nei- 
ther circumciſed in heart nor itt fleſh, he wanted 
common profeſſion. He was ſome enormous ca- 
pital Sinner. I:dare not rely upon this interpre- 
tation, becauſe it ſeems new and'fingular. ' The 
words and ſcope of the parable guide me to it; as 
ſerving to expreſs unto us the ſtate of the viſible 
Church while in this World. | | 


—— 


Whether Ms. Baxter*s Doctrine and Principles con- 
 Cerning pavticular Churches,' be ſound and 200d; 


k. [S' Doctrine is, That \ 

- K. 4 particnlar Church w Chriftiax DireBory , 
a'regnar part of the Univerſal Ecdel. Caſts, 
| Church, as aCity is of « King- 16. $4, $2 56 The. 


true and only way of 


dams: In thisl conceive he 1s Conzord, p. 230, 232; . 
out, A particular Church is: 229, 24, 281. * 
tothe Church Univerſal what | . 
"24 | © of Vp a ſingle 
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a-ſingle Town conſiſting of a Magiſtrate govern: 
ings; and people governed, according to the ge- 
neral Rules and: Principles of; humane Society, 
is;to.all the World, :: WE I eas b, 
+::/2, His Doctrine 1s, That he that will be a Mem- 
| ber_of a particular Church muſt cohabit or dwell 
near. .'Inthis Ialfo conceive he is out. I grant 
a: mancannot be ai ſtated Member. of any one 
particular Church,.except he' be an Inhabitanr. 
But-it-is one thing, to be a Member for ſome 
time, . another thing to''be a ſtated ordinary 
M:mber.. A Sojourner being a Chriſtian, ' and! 
coming to a particular;Church to worſhip God 
as a Chrigian Man; inthe unity-of: the: Church 
Univerſal, while he ſhall carry lumſelf as a Chri- 
ſtian , hath right: to be admitted:;,-uſed, and: 
treated as a Chriſtianþy the Paſtor and people of 
that, place , and \noh'as 1a Pagan. With what 
Chyrch a Chriſtian «Man ſhall :join: in: publick: 
YEoWup , he is-for.the time a- Member there- 
QJs 7 | ©. eG EAEISITNST 3: S350 7 30400 ei. 
3. His Doqrine is, That to the berngof a par- 
rcular Church there is neceſſary a mutual Covenant 
or expreſſed Conſent between Paſtor and People, even 
every e Member thereof, and the more expreſs it ts, 
the better jt 55. And: he defines, a. particular 
Church, ro be a Society of Chriſtians, conſiſting of 
Paſtor and People, affociated by conſent, &Cc. i Apd 
if, any man ſhall:3nrrude into their communian. and 
previeages,” without expreſſing his conſent before hand 
to be a Member thereof, \and to ſubmit:to the gui- 
Aaance and overſight of the Paſtor;'\he 'is to be taken - 
for an Invader, In this alſo'I conceivehe is out, ' 
{ dg well grant that no man can bea'Paſtor to a 

- people 
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people againſt their will. - Nor (can any people 
jour 1 re to' be a Paſtor” to Rp Ls 
his will. But as Chriſt is Chriſt, and a Saviour 
by Office whether Sinners will or no, ſo faithfu 
Miniſters are Paſtors and Minjſters'by Office, 
whether the people accept themi or no, "Aer, 19. 
T4, 15:"'' Therecan be no Chriſtianity. with Jl 
conſent, and where there is nothing of Chriſtia- 
nity there isno Church. © But. no more is neceſſa- 
ry" to the being or well being of a particular 
Church than this, 4 company of Chriſtians met 
together in publick. for the ſolemn War ſhip of God by 
Feſus Chriſt , having a Paſtor or e Minſter with, 
them to guide and govern the Congregation, and edi-. 
fie bimſelf and them by the Ward and Sacraments. 
So that, where there is a publick Aſſembly of 
Cliriſtians, Miniſter and people; met. together 
for the ſoletmn'Worſhip'of God by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and 'publick Chriſtian Communion, there 'is a. 
tine” particular: Church in the' moſt plain and. 
common ſence 3 any more is more than is neceſ- 
ſaty;-and is a departing from the ſimplicity that 
is/in Chriſt: And I would but ask Mr. Baxter, 
What it 'is' that you mean by thoſe Words in. 
your definition; ' affociated by conſent ? -Either you 
mean. bare aſſembling, or ſome other thing. If. 
the:former, your Words are improper and Zqui- 
vocal, and not fit to be put into a definition. If 
the latter, you leave out the eflence' of a patti-. 
cular Church. For where there is no Aſſembly . 
of Paſtor and people, there is no Church, and no - 
longer than the Afembly laſteth are they a. 
Ghurch. Therefore we do in common ſpeaking 
call it going to 'Chyrch,, and” coming _ 

hee; a ue” 
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the Church, and being in the Church, meaning 
thereby the place where Chriſtians, Paſtor, 
_and people do uſe to meet for the ſolemn publick 
Worſhip of God, and their aſſembling together 
there for that intent, When the, Aſſembly is 
broke up, the Church for that time ceaſeth till 
the meeting be renewed, till which time they 
remain Chriſtian Inhabitants, Neighbours, Fa> 
milies, Pariſhioners, or Sojourners, .the Paſtor 
of the place dwelling among them, e<48, , 13; 
43, 44. 1 Cor. 14. 34, 35. Is Mr. Baxter an 
invader . when he comes to. a Conforming 
Church, and joins in the publick Worſhip. as a 
Chriſtian Man in the unity of the-Church Uni- 
verſal, becauſe he did not before-hand covenant 
himſelf to the conforming. Paſtor, and expreſs 
his conſent to all the Orders, Rules and Rites 
obſerved by the Conforming Paſtor in his admi- 
niftrations ? Doth he think it a piece of Church- 
tyranny in the Biſhops to require. from Presby- 


cal Obedience to the Biſhops, though but. in 
things lawful and honeſt; and now would he: 
have an oath or promiſe of Canonical Duty be. 
tween every Miniſter and people before the 
Congregation begin, or during.the time. of ad- 
miniſtration? As when I go to the Biſhop for. 
Ordination, and am ordained./by him, I do not 
hereby particularly ſwear or promiſe Canonical 
Obedience to him, and yet I cannot be .a- Chri.. 
- ſtian and ordained by him a Miniſter, but Ilmuft 
needs owne and ſubmit. to his Epiſcopal Autho-: 
ritie , and ſtand bound to do all Duty to him 
-AMd to all others, So when I goin the dg > 
| 0 


ters and Deacons an oath or promiſe of Canoni- 


-worſhip the true God by Je 
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of, my heart to this or that particular Cinprh, 0 
us Chriſt, in the uni- 
ty of the Church Univerſal and of that particy.. 
lar Church, 1 do not hereby particularly ſwear 
or promiſe Canonical Duty to the Paitor, or co- 
venant my ſelf particularly to him; and yet. I 


. cannot be a Chriſtian Man, and faithfully do my 


Duty, but I muſt needs be obedient to the Do- 
Arine which he ſhall teach me from Gods Word, 


and in xeceiving the Sacrament, and joining with 


the Congregation in prayer and praiſe for the 
time I am there, behave my ſelf chriſtianly, and 


ſtand bound to perform all Duty to Chriſt, and 


to all Chriſtian Paſtors and people throughqut 


the World. Worldly Cities and Corporations, 


beſides the Oath of Allegiance, common to all 
Subjects, have their particular City and | 
ration-Qaths,. By-Laws., Priviledges , and Cu- 
ſtoms.. . But God bath made no ſuch Corporati- 
ons in his. Church, - nor ſet any fuch Lacks and 
Bolts upon particular Churches, though every 
Chriſtian is tobe peaceable and conform himſelf 
to the. innocent. cuſtoms and. faſhions of that. 
Church to which he ſhall come, or ſo demean' 
himſelf as to give no offence. Every Subject of 
England is not a Free-man of Londovw. But every 
Chriſtian Man is by the Law and Rights of Chri- 
ſtianity a Free-man of the heavenly City, and if 
particular Churches ſhall cauſeleſly excommuni- 
cate the Lords Free-men, and count them Inva- 


- ders for not. yielding to their incroachments, 


they do rather excommunicate themſelves. from 
Chriſt and the Catholick Chyrch, and commit. - 
kg 4 Mr, 
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ST. 6.4 
"4. Mr. Baxter's Doctrine is, That Pariſh- 
Chapets and Oratories are not true Churches. He 
blames the Biſhops for putting © down all the Pariſh- 
be bn and Churches, and turning them into mere 
hapelries or Oratories, and calls it a heinous torru- 
prin Crime. Whenas he himſelf ſtems todo no 
leſs, by putting downall the Chapel-Miniſters; 
and Chap:|-Meetings, and Oratories, and deny-: 
ing them to be proper Paſtors and . Churches: 
'Fhe Biſhops, as he ſays, make all the' Dioceſs' 
one aſſociated Church, meeting in divers Aſſem- © . 
blies. Mr. Baxter makes great: and large pari- 
ſhes to be one aſſociated Church, meeting in di- 
vers Aſſemblies. What difference 1s between 
theſe two, ſave only that the one is'a_greater Pa- 
r1ſh or Dioceſs, and the other is a' Tefer? Magis © 
| & minus non variant ſpeciem.” *Chapeltiesand O- 
t | ratories are real Churches of Chriſt.” One and 
| the' ſame Definition for the main” agrecth to 
them? and to the pariſh-Churches. '' Gods Word 
_ 1sreadand taught in both, his Name is called up- 
on, ' his praiſe' 1s ſang, by a jaſt- ordained, Mimi-- 
ſter, and —_ Chriſtian people, aſſem--- 
bled together mutually for that intent. If the 
Chapel-miniſters and people ſhould once a month 
reſort to the pariſh-Church for the-Sacrament, - 
yet would not that make them at other times to. 
be no proper Paſtors and Churches, - For if the 
bare'want of the Sacrament did make no Church, * 
then there would” be no Church any where but - 
juft oh Sacrament-Days, and no longer than the 
Sactainent is a diſpenſing. And then 7f-ael du-:* - 
ring their forty years ſojourning in the Wilder- ' 
neſs had been no Church far want of _—_—_ 
7 YON, 
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fion, nor all the Year long ſave juſt at the Paſſe- 
over. If my memory fail not, Mr. Knox, the 
famous Divine of Scotland, preſcribing rules of 
Diſcipline for the Churches, would have the'Sa- 
crament diſpenſed but, ſome four times a. year. 
- Saith Paul, Chriſt ſent' me not: to baptize, but to 
preach the Goſpel: yet are the Sacraments holy in- 
ſtitutions of God, and concurrent marks by way 
. of Appendix of Chriſts Church. -Bvt Circumcs- 
ſton 1s that of the heart, Gods Temple of old 
was called an houſe of prayer, not that 'prayer 
was the only exerciſe, but it was a principal 
part, . and without itall the reſt had been unhaE- 
lowed and prophane. In like manner all Chri: 
ſtian Chuiches are ſacred Oratories or Houſes of 
prayer, conſiſting of  an- officiating Miniſter, 
and worſhipping Saints and Chriſtians, There 
may be ſome accidental, extrinſecal, worldly, 
and circumſtantial differences ) but for ſubſtance 
they be all particular Churches of Chriſt.” ' 

5. . He ſays, Mr. Philip Nye, an eminent In- 
dependent Miniſter, wrote: to prove, That the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate may ſet ip Teachers all over 
his Domsnions, whom the people, upon-his command, 
are bound to bear ; Bat that to take any for their 
Paſtors, he thought they might not be compelled: The 
true wayof Concord,:&C. part 3. pug; 127, Whether 
this .be Mr. Baxrer's :Judgment or no I cannot 
tell. But it ſhould ſeem iris, Becauſe he makes 
mutual covenanting between Paſtor and people 
to beof the eſſence of a particular Church, like 
as between Husband:and Wile , likening the 
Church Umverſal to a Kingdom, and particu-: 
lar Churches to Cities and Corporations, and 
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counting all for Invaders that ſhall offer to in- 
trude-into their Communion and priviledges 

without firſt raking the particular Corporation- 
Oath ; and his Doctrine is, That a man may. be 
caſt out of. a particular Church, and yet not caſt 
out of the Church Univerſal. But is this the 
way of curing Church.Diviſions ? and is this ac- 
cording to the Title of his Book, The true 4nd 
only way of Concord of all the Chriſtian Church- 
es? The relation between Husband and Wife 
groweth by ſpecial. Contract, is only. between 
two, it may be between pagans, it is not diſlol- 
ved by wickedneſs, it laſteth till death. Burt the 
relation: between paſtor and people 1s quite ano- 
ther thing. - It is qualification that makes Chri- 
ſtians. And it is qualification and juſt ordinari- 
on which makes Chriſtian paſtors and minifters 
at large. And it is their being placed by the Ma- 
giſtrate in the ſeverab pariſhes , which makes 
them paſtors by office and relation to all the 

Chriſtian Souls in the pariſhes reſpectively. All 
that be Chriſtians are wedded by the common 
Bond'of Chriſtianity: to Jeſus Chriſt, and toall 

his miniſters and people throngh the- World. 

And-if Jeſus Chriſt ſhall-by the hand of the Ma- 

giltrate ſet a. faithful Miniſter in the pariſh, lie 

becomes thereby as to office and right a paſtor, 

a Guide, a Miniſter, and Teacher to their Souls. 

If they receive him not, they are Rebels and Trai 

tors againſt Chriſt, and are no longer Chriſtian 

people, fave as an adulterous: Wife that breaks 
the bond of Wedlock, may becalleda Wife, Mat. 

IO. I4, 7 * > if the Miniſter placed'over them be a 

and Wolf, want the neceflary qualifications of a 
4-1 Miniſter, 
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Miniſter, he is 5pſo jure no Miniſter, no Paſtor, no 
Teacher ſent of God, ſave as a dead man maybe 
called a man, - or as a traiterous Ambaſſador 
be called an Ambaſſadour. In ſuch cafe the pec 

ple are bound to diſown him, and turn from 
him, and get "them a Paſtor for their Souls 
where they can; not by entering into an inſna- 
ring ſchiſmatical Oath or Covenant to this or 
that particular Miniſter, but by reſorting tothe 
beſt Miniſter they can within their reach, atten- 
ding to his Miniſtry, and contributing to his 
juſt maintenance. Pariſh-bounds be of general 
uſe and conveniency, and what is fo, all Chriſti- 
ans, paſtor and people, are bound by the general 
Laws and Rules of Chriſtianity to obſerve. But: 
the ſalvation of the Soul, andthe intereſt of the 
Church, and the Glory of. God are the ſupreme 
Law, unto which pariſh-bounds and humane or- 
ders are to give place. Let people pleaſe God, 
and govern themſelves and Families in his fear, 
and look. well to their Souls, and go to what 
Church they will. -If they be guilty of ſome- 
weakneſs, who is. without ? We mult as wiſe 
and gentle Nurſes bear with them, and neither 
diſcourage them, nor favour them in fin. As 
for the word Dsſctplize,. it is but once read inall_ 
the Bible, Fob 36. 10. and notin that ſence that 
it is commonly. uſed in Church. Diſputes. And 
for the Word Suſpenſion, it is not once named. 
Chriſts Diſcipline. is zo do. juſtly, to- love mercy, 
and to walk, bumbly with God, to be wiſe as the Ser- 
pent, and innocent as the Dove, There is no diffe- 
rence, as I conceive, between a Paſtor and a 
Teacher: or Miniſter, |He- that is by office a 
2D Teacher 
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Fcachet or- Miniſter is a Paſtor, and vice verſa. 
Agd the: Paſtors Office is .by feeding the people 
with knowledge and underſtanding, Fer. 3. 15. 
teaching publickly, and from houſe to houle, 
and warning every.one night and day with tears, 
Af. 20: 30, 31. . And even Diſcipline it ſelf is 
by teaching, and by the Word of - God faithful-. 
ly-opened, applied, and denounced, by difte- 
rehtcing Doctrine , Eſteem, and Converſation. ; 
If. the, Magiſtrate place a Miniſter in the pariſh, 
| he thereby becomes pariſh- paſtor as to office and 
juſt relation, being, a worthy man.. If the Ma- 
giſtrate remove him, and put in-another worthy 
man, the relation between the. old paſtor and 
people i is .diſſolved, and the new- one' becomes 
their. paſtor, For cotlem moaa quo qued conſtituitur., 
d:fſokntur. | Nothing cutteth off from: a Church 
particular, but-what cutteth off from'Chriſt and 
Chriſtianity :and the Church. Univerſal. For e- 
very particular Church hath the: eſſence and; na- 
ture of the:Church Univerſal: within.it.. They: 
do but differ as twenty and a hundred. There- 
fore what'cutteth off-from one,-cutteth off from: 
all. What cutteth not off from all, cutteth not 
off from any.: , Yet as every general Rule is not 
without ſome exceptions. . So. theſe general:po-: 
ſitions are not without their prudent and cautious; 
exceptions, limitations and explications,” and all: 
to edification and the common good, which is! 
the center" of them all, and thc ſupreme ſtan-' 
ſtard. | 
Mr. Baxter ſomewhere gives account of his: 
calling the people of his pariſh: of Kederminſter,, 


to FR If they took. him for their Paſtor... . Say. 
Tea 


Yea br ſay No. If you ſay nothing, your filenceyull be 
taken” for No. | will ſuppoſe my ſelf a Pariſhio- ; 
ner'and a "Chriſtian, ani: I anſwer for my ſelf 
and thereſt of: the pariſh. Your Queſtion'con- 
taineth in itmany-diſtinft Queſtions,” which-mult . 


be carefully opened. ' 1.: If we take you to/ have 


all the juſt qualifications of aPaſtor.” 2.:1f:we . 


take you to be: duly ordained; 3z.-1f we itake 


you to be legally prefented, and to: have title to: 
this place. © 4; If we take yon alone for our Pa- ' 
ſtor. Which of theſe Queſtions do you require: 
our Anſwer to; or would you have us to anſwer 
to all of them? 1. Tothe firſt we anfwer, That 
Learning is/one' | ru aagash of'a Miniſter, of 
which ignorant, illiterate people can be no com- 
petent Judge.  And-as for wiſdome and 'holi-' 


_ neſs,” and miniſterial skilt and fidelity, you are 


to make proof of thent, It is not, as we con- 
ceive, for the Paſtors of Chrilt to ſeek their own 
praiſe, and ask their Congregations, Do you 
take me fora wiſe, and holy, and learned man? 
Would you have every Miniſter, when firſt he 
enters upon his place,to propoſe ſuch a queſtion 
to”all in the: pariſh, Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, even all thatare of age todiſcernand:con- 
ſent to the-things of God, and think Himſelf no! 
Paſtor to them, till they have anſwered yea-to. 
his queſtion ? This is fitter'to be anſwered ſome 
years after he hath been in the place, and/-hath 
gotten him manySeals of his Miniſtry, and hath 
made real proof of his Learning, Wiſdom, and 
Godlineſs. And what if this queſtion were ne- 


_  VeFasked?-:'Wheredo we find any ſuch queſtion 


propounded 'by any ore; Apoltle, 'Paſtor, 
| | 9 'Or 
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or Teacher in any part of Gods' Word? But. 
this is not ſo properly a Conſent or Cavenant,. as: 
ati at of judgment or approbation, or a ſpeak- 
ing what we think and judge. So fay as you do; 
well, and manifeſt your ſeif a learnedand godly * 
man, ' we ſhall be bound ſa to judge, and we do. | 
fo eſteem you. A Womans well efteeming of a- . 
nother, and thinking him a worthy man, 1s not ; 
a taking of him for her Husband, and-copſenting / 
tobe his Wife.  2.'To the ſecond we anſwer, It 
belongeth not to us to be preſentat Ordinatians,. 
we are bound to jadg; thoſe to be juſtly ordained; 
Miniſters which are ſo reputed, and; whom we: 
have no reafon to ſuſpect; If youqueſtion your 
own Orders, ſo it is,. we do .nat.::::3. To the.” 
third we anſwer, We-da not: at alb difpute the 
validity of your preſentation, and-legal title to 
this place. '4. To the fourth 'we anfwer, We: 
know of no other perfon in view but you, there 
is no Competitor. If there were, we ſhould be 
bound to chuſe the beſt, and prefer Chriſt be- 
fore Barabbas , an Athanaſms before an Arins, a 
Saint' before a Brute, and a wiſe :Man before a 
Fool. The Queſtion is not, Whether every Sub- 
jt in the: Kingdom is to be obedient ta the 
Kings Orders by his Jadges, Juſtices, Conſta- 
bles;. &c. but whether or no every Subject in the 
Kingdom muſt be bonnd to take an Qath of DNu- 
ty and Allegiance to every Juſtice, Conſtable, 
or Meſſenger, as well as to the King ; and-if be 
refuſe;be debarred from the priviledgesiofa layal 
and free-born Subject. COS Ten; | 37%, 
_ Having anſwered: your Queſtion aswe could; 
we meckly ask you another, Do you _—_— 
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Prop. elves, you de yot, walk, uprightly according 
o tec b;. Gal. 2 2, os if. youde- 
lafants to - be abs, - 


QUIEn:IN g "th 0h Pariſhi 
and profefs for gur.ſal "ey a 4 SE chat 
ve are-no Pagans, "aſe Turks, . ppr. Jews. ka 


-but -we are: Chyri 
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Religion, 
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Religion, we are but of the common fort'6f" "9h. 
-fiers, and Publicans and*Hartors'go 0 Into Thi 
Kingdome ' of "Heaven before 'worldly "Hyp 
crites; and proud, felf/juſtifying, and cepif fio 
'Phariſees. ' We do not tht + 500k WICKed- 
neſs any exciſe to vs: buC"F& Mhink't ere ja 
be more hope'6f many'a Thicf of Ut: | 
is going to the Gallows tobe hait thc 
is of many a wy ofeffou? and SER Aft 
ly Hypoerite; hes wit) hd Gdpt ing 1b ke 
himſelf 'fromy in dk -groſs polln | 
there are feven dominate by Re bore 
26. 2 , 26.' Mar. 257 25, 26; \- NE 1S 
Iy ſefopor this World; a tore'ermiity 
4n his heart #gainſt rhe kolin 6 of Gods! Fn 
__ is further "from the tis ok Rep 
and ſound*Conyerfion: t 
or common; eg We ate Pers | Aj af 
we will refrain from ſin what" vas Noe e ah 
doour'endeayour; we will tarn*t6 no Ng Av 
ot Patpy, God is merciful," Chriſthath died f 
Sinners, -if you'caſt us and. 'oufTiifffits out," 
think-it to br church and fondefffoying feveri- 
ty, and the very way to ehdanger CE 
and ſet all the'Chriſtian World in ati uproar; and 
turn'the Churches vplide down.” We thus 
will grant ys to be riſhionets: As for knbit: 
ledge,” we have ſich knowledge as thoſe: are fa 
to haveZec. 8. 2.3. Thus faith the Lord of” [rn 
In thoſe days it "ſhall come to paſs ;” that 'ten men. 
ſhall take bold but "of all laiySags es of the Nations, 
even ſhall take” hold of the shirt* ns bim that, #4 
Few, ſaying”; © We will 41 with” own for' we have, 
heard that God with youand 0 ers mentioned i - 

tne 
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the Scripture; as\ AF. 19. 2:. As for the peoples 


right; in the election. of their Miniſters, -it-is 
quite another thing from this matter of particu: 
lar ſwearing.or covenanting to them, ; There is: 
.. noroom for-eleftion, where a worthy. Miniſter; 
is.ſet. in place. It is, not in the peoples choice;ta; 
ſit-under-what Miniftry they pleaſe , -but they: 
are to attend. his proper ;Miniſtry , whoſe; 
ſpecial Charge [they -are by: the Laws of 
God; and the':juſt ſubordinate. Laws ' of the 
King. But faith Mr. Baxter, © If a Miniſter: 
<« ſhall be ſo impoſed on, as that any man or wo- 
« man'.may_ come: when they pleaſe; and-force 
& him to:give them:the Sacrament of Communi-- 
« op, without. conſenting to take. him for their 
<« paſtor, or to. be taught or guided by him, (yea 
<« or give him ſatisfactory notice that they know 
&« what the Sacrament is, or who Chriſt is) he is 
« a Slave and-not a Paſtor, baſer than any 
, © School-maſter, Philofopher, or phyſician, that 

<« are not forced to.take a' ſcholar, pupil, or pa- 
« tient, againſt their will, or that will not take. 
<« them for their teacher or phyſician, and obey: 
« them. The true and -only way of Concord, p. 233. 

I anſwer, If they make not a tolerable profeſ- 

ſion of Chriſtianity, they produce no valid claim, 

we are not to admit. them ; but if their profeſli- 

on be credible in. a, tolerable degree, though la- 
mentably weak and defective, we may not re- 

jet them. / And note that it is publick profeſſi-. 
on inthe -publick, Aſſembly, which is the juſt and 

ordinary. claim to: publick right, and not a pri- 

vate profeſſion in the Miniſters Study or private 
Chamber, or elſewhere. poverty, It is no ſla- 
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Baxter ſaith, If many be. ſorted into a Temple, not 
 conſtrting,it is a Priſon and not a Church, 1b. pag. 
* 231, Bur.it may be both a priſon and a Church, 1f 
perſecutors {hall rura the temple into a priſon, 
and force a'nuinher of Chriſtians paltor and peo- 
e into it,aud they ſhall all join together orderly 
in the ſolemn Worſhip of God, as paſtor and 
people, it is both a priſon and a Church, Mr. 
Baxter's Definition of a particular Church doth 
ſuppoſe -them 'to be Chrittians, paſtor and peo- 
Ple, before this particular cementing Covenant 
or Aﬀociation, by conſent. This particular Co- 
venant doth not make them Chriſtians, paſtor 
and people, bar it makesthem a ſuſpected, ſchif- 
matical and-irregular Corporation. Mr. Baxter 
fays plainly, © That expreſs covenanting of each 
©,member with the Church and paſtor is lauda-_ 
< ble ad bene effe, but not neceſſary ad eſſe, But 
« ſome ſignification is neceſſary ad eſſe, That is, a 
« conſent toibe a member of the Society, and 
«ſubmit 'to the paſtor, and hold- communion 
&« with that particular Church, tothe ends inthe 
« definition, 1b, pag. 232, So that from hence 
two' Principles or Concluſions do inevitably 
follow, Firſt, That all thoſe Churches which 
want this particular cementing-Covenant are no 
Churches at all. Secondly, That all thoſe 
Churches: which have it., and not in the moſt 
plain and obliging way, are defective, ſpotted, 
and ill-favoured Churches. And this he calls, 
The true and only way of concord of -all the Chriſtian 
Cpurches. iFar my part: cannot aſlent to it, and 
| believe/few others beſides thoſe called ilndepen- 
gents. It rather tendeth to Diſcord,& to make e- 
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very t6 {et before them Gods Ofdinafice,, and 


atquaint them with their 


atid Teave it 'to them to be their own Chaſers; 
go take 6r refafe.' If they refoſe 'of their own: 
accord, we are blameleſs. - T'they be willibg; 
ahd we refuſe"atid put therfi By, the charge 'is 
ours; we muſt ariſcer it to God. * The caſe he- 
tween paſtor and'people is not -the farne! as be- 
tween 'School-maſter amd ſcholar, Philoſopher 
and pupil, Phyſician and patient, for all theſe re- 
lations tnay be atnong pagans, Burt it is -ofily' 
Chriſtians who'tan be paſtor and (people. 'And 


7 


yet | will allow tlie Simile ſoutidly conſtrued; #iid 


I1t'tnakes againſt you. The paſtor- is a Spiritual 


phyſician under Chrift, all the 'Chriſtians in 'the 
Pariſh be hisÞatierits and cure; This fame phy- 
ſician is under a'ſolemn Oath'iafd Bond to Jeſus 
Chriſt to look 'to the ſick ſouls of his cure ; and 
they be under a ſolemn Oath or Bond to attend 
to all ſich'Receits ad Cures as Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 
preſcribe'iitito them by his Servants br fub-phyfi- 


x 


 Cians. 'Now'if whe Prople Bl come to hiin for 
and'cures, and ſhall make'a 


due profeſſion of*their fidelity to Chriſt}, and 
ſhew thernſelves willing to take all ſuch receits 
as the phyſician ſhall preſcribe them according to 
Chriſts will; 'it is not for the phyſician'to exact 
of Chriſts patients a particular Oath or Covenant 


to himſelf, 'and an bu. ont Noh ni 
o this 1 will preſcribe - 


him, and unleſs'you wall 


Fou no cures. He opight to 
yea andptoyoke them to 


nt to be ruled by - 


ribe thern cutes, 


6 temas 'being for 


their-go0d, atd leaye it to thefh to take or re- 


fuſe to ple vr yox ax their plebſe.” Again, Mr 


Baxitr 


7 "WM - 


FR © 2.2 alone. + a> % <>." a. I” p 
, "25x Ub. cls; ; C _— F-1} ha _—— - 


| (5) 
Baxter ſaith, If many be. ſorted into a Temple, not 
 ronſermting,it is a Priſon and not a Church, Ib. pag. 
© 231, Bur it may be both a priſon and a Church, 1f 
perſecutors ſhall tura the temple into a priſon, 
and force a'numher of Chriſtians paſtor and peo- 


ple into it,aud they ſhall all join together orderly 


in the ſolemn Worſhip of God, as paſtor and 
people, it is-both a priſon and a Church/ Mr. 
Baxter's Definition of a particular Church doth 
ſuppoſe them to be Chrittians, paſtor and peo- 
Ple, before this particular cementing Covenant 
or Afﬀfociation, by conſent. This particular Co- 
venant doth not make them Chriſtians, paſtor 
and people, bar it makesthem a ſuſpected, ſchif- 
matical and-irregular Corporation. Mr. Baxter 
fays plainly, © That expreſs covenanting of each 


©, member with the Church and paſtor is lauda- 


< ble ad bene effe, but not neceſſary ad efſe, But 
«ſome ſignification is neceſſary ad eſſe, That is, a 
«© conſent toibe a member of the Society, and 
«ſubmit 'to the paſtor, and hold- communion 
6 with that particular Church, to the ends inthe 
« definition, 1b, pag. 232. So that from hence 
two' Principles or Concluſions do inevitably 
follow, Firſt, That all thoſe Churches which 
want this particular cementing Covenant are no 
Churches at- all. Secondly, That all thoſe 


Churches: which have it., and not in the moſt 


plain and obliging way, are defeCtive, ſpotted, 
and ill-favoured Churches. And this he calls, 
The true and only way of concord of all the Chriſtian 
Curches. iFar my part: cannot aſſent to it, and 
I. believefew others beſides thoſe called iIndepzn- 
gents. It rather tendeth to Diſcord,6 to make e- 
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yery.ſingle paſtor ot miniſter a Pope or Church- 
tyrant, and to make Chriſtian Churches ſchiſ- 
matical and traiterous combinations, -dividing 
themſelves from all other. Churches and Chriſti- 
ans by a particular cementing -Covenant, and 
denying admittance to Peter and Pax}, and the 
molt holy Saints of God, unleſs they ſhall take 
the Corporation-Covenant. Mark, I do not 
gay that this particular Covenant doth this, but 
only it tendeth towards it, and giveth too much 
occaſion. For while the matter of the Oath or 
Covenant is-not unlawful in it ſelf, it is not ſim- 
Ply unlawful to ſwear it. But Emtia non ſunt mul- 
riplicanda. Solemn Oaths and Church-Covenants 
are not to be multiplied, nor taken and impoſed 
without cauſe. Here is no cauſe. Mr. Baxter 
cites not one Scripture, nor pattern for it out of 
Gods Word, nor in al} Antiquity, and his rea- 
ſons ſeem inyalid. Iknaw aneminent conform- 
ing Divine, and my very worthy Friend, hath 
writa ſmall Tract for an -explicite mntual Cove- 
nant between paſtor and people, as prudential 
only. But his deſign takes with few or none. I 
do humbly oppoſe it as not prudential. And in 
this I have the ſtream of Epiſcopal and Presbyte- 
_rian Divines on my ſide. | | 

I know, by many, promiſcuous admiſſion, as it 
is called, is counted looſeneſs. To ſuch If ſay, 
Fhat God is more holy than man. And this is 
_ Gods plain Command as plain as can be ſpoken, 
Mat. 13. Forbear to pluck uvp:the Tares, left 
you pluck pp the Wheatalſo. And, if I may be 
bold to make uſe of Mr. Baxter's: own words, 
Treatiſe of Confirmation, pag. 173. Firſt, They are 


Traitors 
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Traitors to Chriſt under the name of Paſtors, which 
' ſhall wilfully caſt out his Miniſterial, Kingly Go- 
wernment. Secondly, They: betray the Church to 
licentiouſneſs. Thirdly, They ſet np # new Church 
way. - Forgive the application. by any but your 
ſelf, and letthe argument be mine. . Evade it if 
you can. Either you will pluck up all the viſt- 
ble tolerable Tares, or but ſome only, If but 
ſome, you are partial. If all, you cannot a+ 
void plucking upall or much of the Wheat too. 
If you barre-the Tares from the Lords Supper, 
you plainly pluck them up, and leave them no 
ſtanding with'the Wheat, andeither' caſt them 
out to the' wild Waſte or Common,-or you dis 
vide the Field or Church into two partitions, and 
ſo make two contrary Fields or Churches, one 
for the Tares, another for the Wheat. But ei- 


ther way.you'go from Chriſts Command, and 


take on you to bermore holy than God, If 'the 
Lords Supper were [not a concurrent means'-of 
Converſion as well; as of Confirmation, ſuo ge- 
zere,. by way of: Appendix and viſible Obſignati- 
' on, :you had ſome more reaſon to barre the un- 
converted from the Sacrament. But this point 
I have, as I conceive, ; convincingly and ſcriptu- 
rallycleared. ::And the proof rather lies on your” 
part, to ſhew that only this one Ordinance 1s not: 
672: ſuo genere converting, when all other publick 
Ordinances are, both by inſtitution and: the na- 
ture of the thing. - It is certain, that though pu- 
nitive Juſtice be-not pleaſing to the guilty, few 
malefactors love to be hangd, yet punitive Ju- 


ſtice is: Juſtice, and all true Juſtice is ſilencing, ' 


ſelf evidencing ,. and juſtifieth God, and con- 
9 _ | demn- 
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demneth The Sinner. ' Now this ts clear Juſtice, 
Lec the OQratinance be ſet. before them, and tet ir 
beteft to them to take or refuſe. If their own 
Conſcience will adnitithem, while they come-in 
common decenty, not as Zimr:s and Cozbs; im 
The open att of groſs fin, Chraft will not barre 
them from the outward 'Ordinance. Fudas him- 
ſelf ſtems clearly to havebeen bottr at-the Paſle- 
over and Lords Supper.But then let:them lookto 
6, that they may be faithful in performance. If * 
they be unfaithful, their own mouth will con- 
demn them, and juftifie God,. and God would 
have it to be ſo, that they may have nothing to 
iay for themſelves. If when Salvation is ten- 
dered to them in the Sacrament, and laid at their 
door, they will not have it, butgo away of their 
own accord, this way alſo they: ave. ſelf-con- 
demned. and God is juſtihed; | But when they 
defire the ontward means 'of Converſion, and 
you-barre them,” and-that without any legal try- 
al, this is not: juſtice, but: plain anjoſtice, 'the 
peaple are fenſible of it, it is ſtrong phyſick, and 
they cannot bear it, and by this means many ſin- 
cere and honeſt Chriſtians alſo are kept away, 
while many Hypocrites and. viſible Tares 
throngh parnality arelet 1n; You ſecem'to make 
an Idol of the outward Bread.and Wine, as - 
though theſe "were more holy than Chriſt -him- 
ſelf. You allow [the 'unconverted to take into 
theic'mouths, 'in,prayer»for conyerſion, and in 
ſmging of pſalms, this glorious: and fearful Name, 
THE LORD T HT GOD, Dewt 28.58. but 
the conſecrated:Bread and Wine you imagine to 
haye ſuch paſling holigeſs in them, no 6" 
| - 


£4 man my touth theth with his Hahds' or lips, 
tid Ireland ſet up Confiftoty' vr Judicarute in 
every Pariſh, tory peoples rights to 'that'Cove- 
gant, who were godly, and whowete ufigodly, 


and barre from ſwearing that Covenantall whoſe 


lives did confitte their profeMMot ?- Judge- tiot-by" 
appearance, Þ8r- judge rigtiteous judgment. tf 
the boy bor pm gn imitation o 
the godly Kings of F# Aſe, Hezthiab, and: 
Foſter, call al the Subjectsin the Kingdom be- 


ing Church-people 'to faſting, #nd prayer, and' 


humiliation, 'and Toletyn covenatiting with God 
at'theLbrde Table, 'what ah outcry would there 
be 'by thultitudes'of good mfaiſters aid people 
aint that 'part*of it 'thitt ' concerns the coye- 
ranting Otdinktice, 'and for fear of being polhn- 
ted by the prefſtfite of wicked'men'? they would 
runway fromeHtteiriown inercy, and in zeal'ifor 
purity commit hypocriſie, percervitng'a mote- th 
anothers'eye, ghd not 'the' beam in their own. 
Look as when Chriſt'faw the'multitudes He was 
moved with compaſſion on thetn, Afar.” 9. 46. 
* and he opened his moutharid'taught them, Mat. 


5. 2, 2. whence ſome Divines have githeted this 
Doarine, The mifititode of (people doth quick-- _ - 


er'the'preacher ;/ ahd lbok as when-at the red ſex 
the Children 'of 7#-ae! ſaw the'Fpyprians dead 
pon- the Sea (ſhore, 'and thetnſelves 'ſafe,; they 


feared theLord,/and believed the Lord and Mfo- 
ſes, and ſahg' a plaim 'of praiſe to 'God, 'Exoy.. 
14.30, 31. avid Chap. 15. 1. ſo'the myltittide of 


Cotrmqunicanty' wonld 'quicken both' paſtor ghd' 


peopfe, 'andiehe fight of many poor Sobls ferting 


Their 


tixudes, and it is ordinary and frequent in 
I : Cons 


Congregatids' OM. core, t all-othet 
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bi er 3 od. thih s, the 


Fo # th nernane I 
I lay my ſelf at the feet WP "ey Ding Lug "y 
eminent, and now aged, Servant of God, and.my 
moſt dear and worthy friend, craving pardon 
for my rudeneſs, and ſubmitting t I have 
here, writ ,J and in my Book called the Conform: 
ins Non-Cofformift, &c.and Supplemtent ſince ad- 
ded to it, to impartial cenſure and correction. I 
have ever thought it my praife, and ſo ſhall to 
the laſt, to be the Scholar of ſuch a Maſter, & 
fequs Saks a 10n_ paſſibus equis. And It is not 
without ſorrow of heart that | have thus appear- 
ed in publick againſt any thing aſſerted by him. 
I little thought once that ever I ſhould be enga-- 
ged in any m_ om. and if any man ſome 
months ago y fuch.thing,-I could 
not have bell 1 6 -hath.happened to me 
as to ſome before me, who going about to con- 
fute other mens opinions, themſelves have fal- 
len into them. Wherein he conceives me to be 
Wrong, let him not ſpare me. 1entreat him to 
"accept 
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